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Uncertainty Over Rock Farm Shop Project
Many

residents of Chudleigh were delighted
when details emerged of the application by
Dainton Group Services for Planning
Permission to develop a Farm Shop, Café and
Boutique Garden Centre on the derelict site of
the Rock Nursery on Station Hill.
Benefits cited included provision of a
significant number of jobs, an additional facility
for the town, and the smartening up of a location
that has become something of an eyesore in the
past couple of years. All the comments on

Facebook, one of the most active communication
networks in the town at present, were positive.
However, in the past couple of weeks,
there has been a disappointing series of events
which suggest the project may not go ahead.
In this issue of Chudleigh Phoenix, we
attempt to provide a full update of the situation
as it stands today.
[Throughout this feature, editorial is in
italics; statements and quotes are in plain text.]

Open Letter from Paul Maddicott, Dainton (dated 4th November)

A huge thank you to
this month’s sponsors:
LRS Designs;
Webselect
Continued on pages 12 and 13
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From the Editor
Rock Farm Shop
I make no apologies for the lack of pictures on this month’s
front page, or for the fact that we have devoted two and a half
pages to the issue of the application from Dainton for
Planning Permission to convert the derelict Rock Nurseries
site into a farm shop, café and boutique garden centre. It is an
important issue for the town. And the ‘information’ and
comments flying around over the past couple of weeks made it
clear there was not only uncertainty, but also confusion and
misunderstanding about the future of the project. I hope the
setting out of the various communications, in date order, helps
to clarify the situation for you.
When the news first broke in the form of the Open
Letter from Paul Maddicott, I was ready to put some fairly
strong comments here in my editorial about bureaucracy
stifling development. However, having been through all the
documents, it looks like the issues are not clear cut, so I
thought I’d keep quiet. Except...
...I do want to make one observation. While I am quite
willing to accept that Town Clerk, John Carlton, is an expert
on the workings of the Planning System and I am not
questioning anything in his statement, I was taken aback by
this sentence: “...it is important that the planning officer
comes to an informed decision without being influenced by
public opinion.” Might I respectfully suggest this sums up
everything that is wrong with our local government system.
Anyone who reads CP regularly will have heard me say this
before: local government—in fact, all government—exists to
carry out the will of the people, not the other way around.

Friends of
Chudleigh Library
AGM
Tuesday 19th November
6.45pm
Chudleigh Library
all the issues published since October 2009, and find it totals 107.
We were bimonthly until 2012, and have been monthly ever since.
We have gone from four sides of A4 to twelve, fourteen or even
sixteen. And all the copy comes from you, the people of
Chudleigh. So a huge thanks to all of you for reading, writing,
buying adverts, commenting and generally supporting us through
the past ten years.
Next month is one of my favourite issues of the year with
pictures from the Christmas Fayre and details of all the important
times and dates over the holiday.
Until then, have a great month
Kate

One Hundred and Seven Not Out!
It’s been a busy few weeks here in the office and it was only as
I pushed the button to release last month’s issue of CP I
realised it was 10 years since Sharon Cook and I relaunched
the magazine in its current format. Today I did a count up of

Copy date Tuesday 10th December for the next issue. Reserve your
space in advance: editors@chudleighphoenix.co.uk or phone 854611.
The editor reserves the right to edit copy for considerations of space.
Views expressed in CP are not necessarily those of the editor.

The perfect Christmas stocking-filler for
the reader in your life
A novel to lose yourself in…
A book of short stories for those odd free
moments…
...signed by the author

Find me at the Cancer Lifeline South West Christmas Fair on
30th November; get in touch by email; or ring me.
elizabethducie.co.uk

01626 854611
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Film Society News
We

are screening the
biographical drama, Woman in
Gold (2015, Cert12A, 109
min) on
Friday 29th
November in the Woodway
Room of Chudleigh Town
Hall (use main entrance; doors
open approximately 7.15pm for 8pm screening) The drama is
based on the remarkable true story of one woman’s journey to
reclaim her family’s possessions some 60 years after they were
seized by the Nazis in Vienna. Maria Altmann (Helen Mirren)
takes her fight to the US Supreme Court, with the help of a plucky
young lawyer (Ryan Reynolds), as the issue of ownership of a
famous painting becomes the subject of a legal battle with its
current owner.
Subsequently, the film Mamma Mia Here We Go Again
(2018, Cert PG, 114 min) is on Friday 13th December at the same
venue/time. This cheerful musical starring Lily James, Amanda
Seyfried and Cher, is the ‘prequel’ in which we get to discover
Donna’s young life and the fun she had with Sophie’s 3 ‘Dads'
This film has been kindly sponsored by The Firefighters
Charity
Admission is £6 on the door for non-members and
refreshments are for sale beforehand. Full details regarding
membership and screenings can be found on our website:
www.chudleighfilmsociety.org or by phoning 01626 859078.
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Hedgehogs in Chudleigh
We

are pleased to say there is now a new hedgehog sign in
Clifford Street sponsored by one of our members, Lena.
Hopefully this will be one of many displayed around Chudleigh
making motorists more aware of the wildlife when using our
roads.
Another member, Jonathan Valentine, will again be taking
part in the Late Night Shopping event on Thursday 5th December.
His handcrafted wooden items will be displayed on his stall in
The Square and will include his popular log deer and hopefully a
new range of hedgehog houses, feeders and possibly fir cone
hogs! A donation from the sales will go towards sponsoring local
hedgehog signs with Chudleigh Prickly Hedge and much needed
new hedgehog pens at South Devon Hedgehog Hospital. The
owner, Stephanie, has treated many poorly hedgehogs from
Chudleigh and in the spring a number of them were relocated to
Palace Farm. Her recent post states 'This is now a difficult time of
year for hedgehogs and the situation for taking in autumn
juveniles is at crisis point with most carers in Devon, Cornwall
and Somerset being inundated with out-in-the-day autumn babies.
Most centres are now full so please be patient with us all as we are
trying our best to look after them all with no funding. If you find
an autumn juvenile out in the day, place it in a box with a blanket
and a warm hot water bottle. Offer it water and meat cat/dog food
and call a carer for further advice.'
Another difficult challenge for hedgehogs is the loss of
habitat due to house building. Hedges are replaced by walls and
fences that are complete barriers to hedgehogs which can roam up
to two kilometres in a night. 'Hedgehog Highways' allow them to
roam without using our dangerous roads and all homeowners are
encouraged to make them. It is a simple 13cm hole in
fences/walls that allows hedgehogs to move freely between
gardens to find food and a mate. Basic information is available
from the excellent Hedgehog Street website.
Alongside this the British Hedgehog Preservation Society
are sponsoring a petition by ecologist Hugh Warwick to the
government asking that all new housing developments include
'hedgehog highways'.
With all the building currently in Chudleigh, both the
Town Council and Teignbridge District Council will be contacted
to see if 'hedgehog highways' can be implemented now on these
estates that are being constructed. It is a simple cheap solution for
developers to install that will definitely help our wildlife.
.
chudleighpricklyhedge@gmail.com.
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Amenity Society News
Devon County Council bought the Stover Country Park from the

Forestry Commission in 1979. It is managed by John Avon with a
total staff of only 3.5 employees but with a great number of
dedicated and absolutely essential volunteers.
The estate of 114 acres is an area of outstanding wildlife
interest and has six distinct habitats: broadleaf woodland; conifers; a
10 acre lake; marsh; heath; and grassland. It was once part of the
Stover Estate and it is hoped to eventually expand into the original
estate in order to enhance its activities. Around 250,000 people visit
each year and this number is sure to increase in the future so the
overall objective is to balance the needs of visitors with those of the
plants and wildlife. To do this requires careful planning and the
involvement of outside bodies such as Natural England, the
Environment Agency, Teignbridge District Council, Stover School,
and Sibelco. Improved facilities for visitors will include more
parking and more catering. The Estate staff actively seek to attract
visitors from all sectors of our community: young, old, disabled,
disadvantaged and, of course, students.
Have there been any problems? Major problems have been
the silting up of the lake with toxic run off from the A38 and this is
being successfully tackled by a co-operative venture with the
Highways Agency that involves dredging, reed beds and the safe
disposal of the toxic silt.
Our last talk of the year on
15th November, From Wolf to Pet
will be given by Kirsty Peake. Her
talk about the origins and evolution
of the dog should go down a bow
wow in Chudleigh, the dog capital
of the World.

Chudleigh Bowling Club
This

year saw the bowling
club celebrate its 90th
anniversary. Beginning with
opening day, Lord and Lady
Clifford officiating at the
ceremony, the club enjoyed
several celebratory events,
including a touring team
visiting from Bredon in
Worcestershire,
and
an
evening river trip on the
River Exe.
The open day was
held in May, resulting in
eight new members, all of
whom are now established
players. The club has in its
membership
two
Bowls
England qualified coaches

who are delighted to teach
anyone the sport.
On the green, the
men’s Mid Devon league
team gained promotion to the
higher division two. This was
some achievement, with tight
matches played both home
and away. The ladies easily
retained their position in
division two of the South
Devon league. Again, there
were some excellent games,
both from the players’ and
the spectators’ points of view.
Next year’s fixture
card is almost complete, with
many
attractive
games
planned at interesting venues.
Competitive and friendly

matches,
competitions
and
coaching sessions are open to all
members. Members also enter
various National and County
competitions.
After a good season, the
club closed at the end of
September. However, it is one of
the outdoor clubs which has an
extensive indoor fixture list.
These indoor games are played at
various indoor arenas such as
Torquay United, Dawlish, and
Sidmouth.
In
fact,
three
Chudleigh teams compete in
various leagues staged by indoor
clubs, for the benefit of outdoor
members keeping their skills
during the winter.
The
indoor
bowling
“green” resembles very closely
the grass square one sees
outdoors. The playing surface,
instead obviously of being grass,

is a closely-woven heavy carpet,
specially made for bowling. There
is an underlay to the carpet and
the whole is laid on a finelyengineered,
concrete
base,
although some clubs have a
precision wooden floor. The
actual game indoors is exactly the
same as that played on grass,
although most clubs have variant
domestic rules, as many games
are time-limited. Of course, there
is no worry about having to
contend with poor weather in a
bowling hall, and the same bowls
are used as outdoors.
In addition to bowling, the
club has a programme of indoor
social events, such as “fish and
chip” nights with video racing. If
you are interested in joining the
club, either as a playing or social
member, phone 07890 804490 for
more information.
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Christmas Fayre, Christmas Lights, and Late Night Shopping
What’s happening on the night?
The Christmas Fayre on Thursday 5th December starts at 5.15pm

with a half hour concert of music in the Church performed by the
children of Chudleigh School. The Parade to the War
Memorial will leave from the Church at 6 pm; the Christmas lights will
be switched on as the parade passes by and a
countdown at
the Memorial will precede the lighting up of the town centre tree.
Many of our shops and businesses will be open for late
night shopping opportunities or a warming drink of one kind or
another! If you are peckish there will be lots of choice either in the
town or on the Town Hall forecourt.
The ever-popular craft fayre will be in the Town Hall and
the Youth Centre. Come and find that unique or unusual present.
As you browse the craft fayre this year watch out for the
wonderful Angels that will be hidden in various spots in the
venues. The Angel trail holds a secret – the name of an angel, find
the name, enter the competition and maybe you will win a prize.
Father Christmas, will as usual, be in his grotto in the
Youth Centre following the turning on of the Town Centre lights.
Don’t forget to look in at the Library where the Tena
Ladies and The Shantymen will be entertaining us in their own
inimitable styles.
The Christmas Fayre brochure will be delivered to all the
households in Chudleigh. We are indebted to the businesses who
advertise in the brochure and all those who lend their support in so
many ways.
The Christmas Fayre wouldn’t happen without the help,
support and co-operation of many people, businesses, community
groups, individuals, the Council, Youth Club, Carnival Committee
and the Chudfest Committee.
We all hope you have a really enjoyable evening.
Merry Christmas one and all.
Alison Neely

Chudfest Christmas Art Competition:
sponsored by Annie Holman.
The theme this year was The Night Before Christmas and we had
hundreds of entries from children aged 3yrs to 11yrs.
The winners were judged by Bridget Holland and Karen
Bushell from the Chudleigh Art Group and our three star artists
were Bobby Hackett, Amy Cole, and Jacob Smethurst. Huge
Congratulations!
Each winner receives a bundle of art goodies, plus a
certificate and their own design printed into greeting cards to
share with friends and family this Christmas.
You can see all of the entries at the Christmas Fayre on 5th
December in the Rest Centre in the Town Hall. Pop along on the
night to see the wonderful designs we received. Well done
everybody who entered. The standard gets higher every year!

Bobby Hackett’s design in the 5
and under category (left)

Amy Cole’s design in the 6-8
years age group (below) and
Jacob Smethurst’s design in
the 9-11 years age group
(right)

Road closure operates from 6pm – 8pm and affects Fore Street and Conduit Square
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is proud to support
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Short stories for adults
and children
All proceeds to
Rowcroft Hospice
Click here to order

Looking
For
Advice?
Citizens
Advice
are here on
Thursdays

Here is the latest from THAT food bank...
We

would like to thank all the wonderful schools and
churches who so generously gave us the food from their
Harvest Festivals.
This will be such a great help with our food and toiletry
packs.
I had the very great privilege of visiting Chudleigh VC
Community Primary school to talk to the children who were so
engaged and friendly.
Lin Wooldridge
Chair, THAT

Our December issue will
bring you the times of all
the
Christmas
church
services; the revised timetable for bin collections;
and details of special
events taking place over
the festive season.
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U3A: One
Year Old
Chudleigh

and District U3A held its first annual meeting
last month and has therefore successfully passed its first
birthday. The meeting attended by about fifty members was
a very convivial affair with tea or coffee and biscuits
beforehand, and a glass of wine after the meeting.
Chairman, Vicky Macnair, emphasised how
successful the year had been with membership standing at
127 and 19 interest groups in operation. The interest groups
range from Spanish and French conversation, to walking and
history and photography, Armchair Travel and many more.
Any member who would like to establish a new interest
group is welcome to do so with the support of the U3A.
A new committee was elected to replace the steering
group which had been operating since the formation of the
Chudleigh and District U3A a year ago. Membership of
U3A, which is open to anyone who is retired or semi-retired,
gives great opportunities to meet new people, to learn new
skills or to revisit old ones.
Anyone who is interested in finding out more about
U3A or who would like to join should contact the secretary,
Tony Ducker, by email: tony@ducker.org.uk or telephone
01626 852233

AGM
Monday 18th November
7.30pm to 9.30pm
Town Hall Rest Centre

The latest issue of the Community and Voluntary
Services monthly Funding News is available now. It
is packed with opportunities for grants and other
funding options for charities and community
organisations. You can download it from the
Chudleigh Phoenix website by clicking here.
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CHUDLEIGH HOME LIBRARY
SERVICE
Co-ordinator Migs Atkinson
tells us why she took it on...
Just over a year ago I responded to a short item on BBC Spotlight,
which publicised The Home Library Service. A year down the line
I want to share what that has meant.
HLS is dedicated to bringing books, audio books, large
print and e-books to people in their own homes who can’t, for
whatever reason, get to a library.
After a meeting with the Royal Voluntary Service
Organiser for the area I entered a whole world of DBS checks,
data protection, caring initiatives, and Library protocols.
I was thinking about books, and sharing my love of
reading with others. Who could I help access some of the books

they have loved? Maybe I could introduce new authors, stories
and worlds to them.
My learning curve has been huge. I’ve met veterans from
World War II, whose fortitude and bravery is extraordinary. I’ve
met an ex-ballet dancer who is unable to communicate, but likes
to be read to while she goes through her ballet steps on her bed.
There is the devout Catholic whose sight is poor, and who was a
talented artist; and the Chudleigh resident who has a wealth of
knowledge about the town that really should be shared.
There are so many people out there who can make use of
the HLS and who can help us get OUR lives in perspective. Please
take a moment to think if anyone you know could Volunteer as a
Visitor, or if your friend or neighbour needs someone to come and
see them. It really is a two-way street, and I can’t tell you how
much I have loved joining the traffic!

Migs Atkinson

CONTACT DETAILS
VOLUNTEER CO-ORDINATOR:
MIGS ATKINSON
07517 543667
atkinsonmigsy@gmail.com

‘BEFRIENDING WITH
BOOKS’

Are You A Bus User? If So, Lynn Evans Has News Of A New
Stop That Might Be Of Interest To You….
The 39 Bus goes between Newton Abbot and Exeter, via
Chudleigh, Heathfield and Bovey – and is now stopping at Matford
Park and Ride in Exeter as part of its route on weekdays. This
could make it potentially easier for people who work or go to
college in Marsh Barton to travel on the bus, and it also makes
Marsh Barton more accessible for anyone who wants to travel there
without using their car.
Bus fares in the South West are not good compared with
other parts of the country; it’s currently £8.30 for an Adult Day
Explorer that you’ll need to get to Exeter and back from Chudleigh,
though that ticket will let you travel anywhere in Devon for the
whole day as well. Using the bus does cut car use, and it’s a great
way of not being stressed in a traffic jam, having to find parking,
having some peace and quiet to think your thoughts, look at the
countryside, listen to music, read your book—even have a little
nod—none of which are a Good Thing when you are driving a car.
And if you are one of the very lucky people who are
entitled to a free bus pass—embrace it, celebrate it, and use the
ruddy thing! I reckon I’ve saved about £800 since I got mine two
years ago.
Roughly speaking, buses are every hour, with a couple of
extras in the morning and late afternoon. For details of all Devon
buses, check out the website. You can find the 39 bus service on
pages 38-40.
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Uncertainty Over Rock Farm Shop Project (cont’d)
The implication taken from the Open Letter was that
Dainton were withdrawing their application. Response from the
residents of Chudleigh was immediate and fierce. Amidst
condemnation of the workings of Teignbridge District Council
Planning Department, an online petition was set up, expressing
support for the project, which quickly gained several hundred
signatures.
Town Clerk, John Carlton issued a statement on behalf of
Chudleigh Town Council, giving his view of the situation, and
labelling the petition as ’not helpful’ and having ‘no impact
whatsoever on the outcome of the application.’ This statement
caused additional fury among some members of the public. It has
since been revised in light of the changing situation; the latest
statement is shown later in this article.
Three days later, Dainton posted another letter on
Facebook, correcting the misunderstanding and confirming the
application had not been withdrawn.

Message from Dainton (8th November)

their application.
However, on 5 November I received a call advising me that
Dainton were not withdrawing the application. Instead, they
wanted the application determined so that they could consider
whether they had grounds to appeal the application. In the open
letter Dainton made clear that they considered that the District
Council planning team were wholly to blame for the delay in
determining the application. As with most issues the reality is
rather more complicated than it seems. The current state of play
with the application is that it is waiting determination. I am reliably
informed that this is because the Planning team are awaiting
information and documentation from the applicant and have been
waiting for this since mid-summer. To summarise:-

•
•
•
•
•

On 13th November, Chudleigh Town Clerk, John Carlton
issued a revised statement on behalf of Chudleigh Town Council.

Rock Nursery update (13th November)
On 4 November we received an open letter from Dainton
Services regarding their application to create a garden centre, farm
shop, café and play area on the now derelict Rock Nursery site.
Since this open letter was already doing the rounds on social media
I took the decision to also publish it on our website and Facebook
page. I think it fair to say that anyone reading the letter would have
assumed that Dainton Services had taken the decision to withdraw

Whilst a retail impact assessment has been completed the
District Council require more detail. This has been
requested and is still outstanding
DCC Highways require a highway safety audit to be
completed and have stated that a safe and suitable informal
pedestrian crossing point needs to be provided.
The Devon County Archaeologist requires a topographic
survey of the site and a programme of intrusive field
investigations to be completed.
Historic England advise that a good quality assessment of
the impact of the development on the designed landscape
and Chudleigh Rocks is required.
Natural England require that an ecological assessment
needs to be completed due to the sensitivity of the site

Given the amount of information required from the
applicant it is hard to see how the planning officer can determine
this application at this moment. The highways safety audit and the
ecological assessment are particularly important and need to be
undertaken. Nobody would want an application granted consent
that does not meet road safety criteria or endangers the future of
the various species of bat that have roosting sites adjacent to the
proposed development. It is, perhaps, worth adding that none of
the requirements listed above are unusual for a major planning
application, whether that be for housing or economic development.
It would, perhaps be helpful to summarise the planning
process:
The first step is for the application to be published. This
opens a consultation period for the public and other consultees. In
the case of this application this solicited expressions of support
from the Town Council, our district councillors and several
members of the public which will have left the planning officers in
no doubt that the application has community support. At this point
the opportunity for either the Town Council or the public to be
actively involved in the application ceases as it is important that
the planning officer comes to an informed decision without being
influenced by public opinion.
During the consultation process for major applications like
this there will also have been contributions from various statutory
consultees. They will either advise that they have no objections or
they will state objections to particular parts of the application.
More often, they will raise queries and seek further information
from the applicant. In the case of a major application like this one
this will take many months. I note that Dainton complained that the
application should have been determined within 12 weeks. I have
enough experience of the planning system to tell you that an
application of this scale and complexity was never, ever going to
be determined within this timescale. To give an example the Town
Council’s application to renew the skate park at Millstream
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Uncertainty Over Rock Farm Shop Project (cont’d)
Meadow took a year to the day to determine. I have noted above
that there are a number of outstanding concerns and information
requests that are outstanding. This is the stage that we are now at
on this application. It is important that the planning process is now
allowed to play out. It is worth adding that our two district
councillors have been in support of this application in principle
since it was submitted. However, now it has reached consideration
stage that can have no further influence on the outcome. To try to
do so would be utterly inappropriate.
At some point the planning officer will decide that they
have sufficient information to determine the application. This may
be because they have all the information they need to satisfy
themselves and the statutory consultees that the application can be
approved. Alternatively, they may decide that they have all the
information (albeit insufficient) they are going to get. Whatever,
they will either refuse or approve the application solely on the
evidence that they have before them.
In the case of a refusal then the applicant has the
opportunity to lodge an appeal. If this happens then, once again,
the Town Council and the public have the opportunity to submit
comments. However, as earlier in the process the ultimate decision
by the Planning Inspectorate will be based on planning law rather
than weight of public opinion.
John Carlton, Town Clerk

13 November 2019
As soon as the situation arose, back at the start of the
month, Chudleigh Phoenix contacted the town’s representatives on
TDC to ask for their comments. We were referred to a statement
by the Designated Officer, details of which are summarised by
John Carlton, above.
In addition, Cllr Richard Keeling said: Both Lorraine and I
supported the concept of a farm Shop on the site, we hope the
applicant can further commit to supplying relevant information.
Namely those that relate to safe access as asked for by Devon
County Council.
Cllr Lorraine Evans said: From the first initial meeting
with Dainton I have supported this both personally and as a
Councillor. There may yet be an opportunity for Dainton to remain
involved but that will be their decision, as I said the application is
still live. I would love to see this go ahead in Chudleigh and raise
the profile of the town. If that should prove to be the case both
Richard and myself would work to achieve the best outcome for
Chudleigh.
One thing seems clear: this situation is far away from a
satisfactory resolution at present. Should there be any changes, we
will bring you an update in later issues of Chudleigh Phoenix.
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Calling All Micro Business Owners and Sole Traders...
...there’s news of an exciting new project just for you

Are you a rural micro business or sole trader? Are you interested in shaping the future of business support?
Then the Engaging Rural Micros project wants to work with you!
Engaging Rural Micros is a research trial to learn how to stimulate positive mindsets towards improving
business efficiency.
Micro businesses, freelancers and sole traders (less than 10 employees) make up 90.1% of Devon’s rural
economy (excluding Exeter). Research suggests that there is a need for these rural micros to overcome their
tendencies towards overworking, and increase time working on the business rather than in the business.
Are you a business owner who can relate to this? Is your dream to increase efficiency within your business,
free up time, and reach that elusive ‘work-life balance’? Then get involved in this new research trial!
The trial will look at different ways of providing support to these businesses. All participating businesses
will receive:
• business monitoring for up to 12 months, completing three business analysis surveys over the course
of the trial
• a business insight report at the end of the project
• information on the trial outcomes and future support
• an invitation to an event at the end of the project, which will be a great networking opportunity for
local businesses.
The trial will be based in rural areas of Devon (outside of settlements with a population over 10,000).
If you are a micro business owner, freelancer or sole trader, sign up online or by email before the end of
December 2019.
1 to 1 business advice
Business support events
Fact sheets
Rural development programme grants
Mayflower 400 workshops

Brexit preparation resources
Improving sales through maximising digital impact

Just some of the resources available to small businesses
right now via your local Growth Hub

Business start-up seminars

Consult our website; Email us;

Tourism conference

Give us a call: T: 03456 047 047
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Town Hall News with John Carlton
The filling of a vacancy for a Town Councillor
Regular readers of this column will know that we are currently in
the process of filling a vacant post for a Town Councillor
The first step in this process was to offer Chudleigh
electors the opportunity to request a formal election.
As there were insufficient requests to require an election to
be held then the Council is now free to co-opt to fill the vacancy.
This means that any elector interested in joining the town council
can submit an expression of interest to be considered for
co-option. This can be done by email (clerk@chudleigh-tc.gov.uk)
or by letter to the Town Hall. I will need to receive expressions of
interest by close of business on Friday 13th December. Thereafter,
those submitting an expression of interest will be invited to
address the Council at our January full council meeting.
Councillors will then select the most suitable candidate.
If anyone wants to know more about what is involved in
being a Town Councillor please feel free to contact me.

Contact details: John Carlton, Town Clerk, 01626 853140,
clerk@chudleigh-tc.gov.uk; Chudleigh Town Council website
£10,866.12) towards projects to mitigation in-combination
impacts of development.
There will also be a Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL)
payment of £709,162.

Christmas tree recycling
Many of you will be aware that Chudleigh Rotters offered a
Christmas tree recycling service at their site at Tower Hill
allotments. Even though the “Rotters” have disbanded there will
be a tree recycling service on offer at their old site over the
weekend of 11th and 12th January between 10am and 1pm.
We are indebted to the District Council for providing a
chipper and operating crew over that weekend. I hope I don’t need
to add that this service is for real trees only, not artificial ones!

Bill Stanyon
When the Chudleigh Town Council met on 4th November the first
item of business was to recognise the exceptional service (both in
longevity and quality) provided to the community by ex-councillor
Bill Stanyon. Bill was a member of the Town Council for 39
years, covering the period from 1980 until May 2019. He served
three terms as the Chair of the Council and also chaired the
Planning Committee for several years. On top of that Bill also
served a term as a Teignbridge District Councillor and was a
school governor from 1963 to 2012.
Bill was presented with a certificate proclaiming him as a
Freeman of Chudleigh by the current Mayor, Martin Tinkler.
Martin thanked him for his long and unstinting service to the local
community. Bill replied that “it had been a pleasure and a privilege
to serve the people of his local community.”

The Taylor Wimpey development at Colway Lane &
Grovelands
This development proposal was for sixty five residential dwellings
and four self-build plots. The application was first submitted in
2016 and, since then, there have been various residual changes as
the various statutory consultees have commented and sought
changes. You can view the decision notice and all documentation
relating to the application on the Teignbridge District Council
planning portal under the reference number 16/02423/MAJ. The
application has now received consent.
Taylor Wimpey will be required to make the following
financial contributions:1. Provision of Custom Build @ 5%;
2. Provision of Affordable Housing at 30% (70:30 tenure split
between rented and intermediate);
3. Financial contribution of £23,199 towards School
Transport Costs;
4. Contribution of £500 per dwelling (for the County
Highway Authority to supply the Travel Plan and Vouchers
to the residents and instruct a Travel plan Coordinator);
5. Financial contribution of £5000 towards a Traffic
Regulation Order for the moving of parking spaces;
6. Financial contribution of £123,583.50 towards formal play
required in relation to the CH4 allocation, to be used on a
suitable site Chudleigh;
7. Financial contribution of £157.48 per dwelling (total

Mayor of Chudleigh, Cllr Martin Tinkler (right) presents Bill Stanyon
with his certificate as a Freeman of Chudleigh

District Councillors’ Report
The latest report from TDC Councillors, Richard Keeling and

Lorraine Evans, to the residents of Chudleigh is now
available.
It features information on a new online booking form
for collection of bulky waste items; a successful
crowd-funding initiative by the Lodge Indoor Skatepark and
Scooter facility to raise over £5,000 to help disadvantaged
young people across South Devon; and a change to the way
general enquiries to the District Council are handled.
The whole document is too long to include in full, but
is available for downloading from the CP website by clicking
here.
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What’s On In Chudleigh
NOVEMBER

Saturday 16th
Weekly Produce Market:
Outside Town Hall, 9.30am to
1pm.
Cancer Lifeline SW Coffee
Morning: Rest Centre, 10am,
details page 8.
Messy Church: Parish Church,
3.30pm to 5.30pm.
Board Games Night: No 1, The
Square, 6pm, details page 3.
NADSA: Concert with Ruisi
String Quartet, Teignmouth,
7.30pm, details page 10.
Sunday 17th
Cabaret Sauvignon: Con club,
7.30pm, details page 10.
Monday 18th
Chudleigh Writers’ Circle:
Monthly meeting, Rest Centre,
10am.
Chudleigh Carnival: AGM,
Town Hall, .30pm, details page
10.
Tuesday 19th
Friends of the Library: AGM,
Library, 6.45pm, details page
2.
Wednesday 20th
U3A: Jason Sculthorpe with
Tackling Hearing Loss,
Woodway Room, 10am.
Town Council: Planning
meeting, Town Hall, 7pm.
Thursday 21st
Weekly Produce Market:
Outside Town Hall, 8.30am to
1pm.
Citizens Advice Bureau: No 1
The Square, by appointment.
Town Council: Town Hall and
Finance meeting, Town Hall,
7pm.
Saturday 23rd
Weekly Produce Market:
Outside Town Hall, 9.30am to
1pm.
Mothers’ Union Coffee
Morning: Rest Centre, 10am.
Thursday 28th
Weekly Produce Market:
Outside Town Hall, 8.30am to
1pm.
Citizens Advice Bureau: No 1
The Square, by appointment.
Friday 29th
Rowcroft Hospice: Coffee
Morning, Parish Church, 9am to
noon, details page 9.
Film Society: Woman in Gold
(Cert 12A), Woodway Room,
7.15pm for 8pm, details page
3.

Saturday 30th
Weekly Produce Market:
Outside Town Hall, 9.30am to
1pm.
Carnival Coffee Morning: Rest
Centre, 10am.
Cancer Lifeline SW: Christmas
Fair, School Community Hall,
11am to 4pm, details page 8.
Twin Oaks Project: Family Art
Workshop, Rest Centre, 2.15pm
to 4pm, details page 5.
DECEMBER

Monday 2nd
Town Council: Full Council
meeting, Town Hall, 7pm.
Wednesday 4th
WI: Christmas Party, Rest
Centre, 7.30pm.
Thursday 5th
Weekly Produce Market:
Outside Town Hall, 8.30am to
1pm.
Citizens Advice Bureau: No 1
The Square, by appointment.
Christmas Fayre: Town Centre,
5pm onward, details page 6.
Friday 6th
History Group: End of Year
Party, Woodway Room,
7.30pm, BOOKING ESSENTIAL.

Saturday 7th
Weekly Produce Market:
Outside Town Hall, 9.30am to
1pm.
Chudleigh Canons Coffee
Morning: Rest Centre, 10am.
Tuesday 10th
Chudleigh Phoenix: Copy
date for December issue.
Action on Hearing Loss:
Information Point, 10am to
noon, Town Hall, details page
13.
Diners Club Monthly Dinner:
Contact Phil on 07702418458
for details.
Wednesday 11th
A&E Research Day: Buckfast
Abbey, 9.30am to 4.30pm,
details page 13.
Thursday 12th
GENERAL ELECTION DAY:
Polling station, Woodway
Room, 7am to 10pm.
Weekly Produce Market:
Outside Town Hall, 8.30am to
1pm.
Citizens Advice Bureau: No 1
The Square, by appointment.
Friday 13th
Town Council: Closing day for
expressions of interest in the
Casual Vacancy, details page
15.
Film Society: Mamma Mia
Here We Go Again (Cert.PG),
Woodway Room, 7.15pm for
8pm, details page 4.

Saturday 14th
Weekly Produce Market:
Outside Town Hall, 9.30am
to 1pm.
Bowling Club Coffee
Morning: Rest Centre, 10am.
Cancer Lifeline SW: Film
night with ELF , Woodway
Room, 4.30pm for 5.15pm
start, details page 8.
Board Games Night: No 1,
The Square, 6pm, details
page 3.
Sunday 15th
Chudleigh
Phoenix:
December issue due out.

