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The Terrific Toddlers’ Tea Party

really fun.
On the dance floor, there were some
children dancing and others playing with a
massive bouncy beach ball.
We met some people there who said
that their children and themselves were really
enjoying it. And others said they’d just arrived
but knew they would really enjoy it.
It was loads of fun and the little ones
enjoyed themselves.

Bashful Bat Girl joins the party

As part of Chudfest, Superman, Captain
America and Spiderman all turned up at the
marquee for the toddlers’ Superheroes tea
party. When we got there, some of the
toddlers were sleeping, some were eating
and some were dancing on the stage.
At the party, on Thursday 7th July, the
amazing Hat McKool was there to lay on a
magical experience. The toddlers dressed up as
their favourite superheroes. These were some
of them: Bat Girl; Superman; Elsa; Captain
America; Spiderman; Leonardo the Ninja
Turtle; and Wonder Woman.
There was a craft table near the
entrance where children and adults made
Superhero bookmarks out of card, tissue
paper and lollipop sticks. It was really easy and

Batman’s in the pink (above) while at the School of
McKool (below), Hat McKool took time out for a selfie
with Junior Reporters Hattie and Jun Li.

Thanks to this month’s
sponsors:
Stover School, RJC Wills
and Webselect

by Hattie, Jun Li & Jess

See page 12
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From the Guest
Editors
Welcome to the Chudfest issue
of the Chudleigh Phoenix! This
month the issue is written
mostly by the reporters from the
Children’s Voice. We have been
very busy gathering stories, so
we hope you enjoy it.
Ellen and William

From the Editor
The

July issue of Chudleigh
Phoenix is always an
interesting one for me to
produce, since many of the
stories are the Chudfest
reports, written by my team of
junior reporters.
The implication of this
is that I have to type up and
lay out far more articles than

normal (since, unlike with the
adult contributors, I do not
insist that the copy is provided
electronically). This is the
slightly pathetic reason why
CP is a couple of days late
appearing this month.
But I always find it
fascinating to compare the
youngsters’ views on things
with those of us who are
older, if not necessarily wiser.
And the definition of a
Literary Festival as
somewhere you can ‘show off
your writing to your friends’

Tombola
Bonus
Offer

(see page 4) is one that raised a
wry smile ad will no doubt be
discussed at the next meeting of
Chudleigh
Writers’ Circle.
I am very proud of my
team of Junior Reporters who
worked really hard, gathering
information, taking pictures and
writing articles. In particular,
praise should go to the year 4
pupils who have just joined us
and were rather thrown in at the
deep end. So well done to all of
them.
If you are completely fed
up with hearing about Chudfest,
then don’t despair. From page
10 onwards, we have the normal
articles, notices and posters that
you are used to seeing in CP.
Last month, I mentioned
my new novel. This month, on

page 15, you will find an
invitation to the launch party.
It’s coming up very soon, on
Tuesday 19th July, so if you’ve
not read CP as soon as it
arrived, you may well have
missed the party.
But if you read this in
time, and you fancy a bit of
African music, some fizz and a
piece of cake, then do come
along to the church on Tuesday
evening. It’s a free event and,
although I will have a pile of
books there that I will be happy
to sell, there is no obligation to
buy one. Just let me know in
advance that you are going to be
there, so I can make sure we
have enough cake!
Kate

Following

the tombola at the fete, we have a number of prizes
donated by local tourist attractions which did not get won. We have
decided to auction these off now, so that purchasers can enjoy them
during the holidays. All proceeds will go to Chudfest.
If you would like to bid for the following items, please send
an email to Mark Macnair (m.r.macnair@exeter.ac.uk) by 5pm on
Sunday 24th July, stating your bid. The winner will be the highest
bid received by the closing time. If two people bid the same value,
then the earlier bidder will be the winner. Please give your address
and telephone number so we can contact you if you win.
The lots are:



Becky Falls. 2 people, worth £16.50



Canonteign Falls. 4 people, plus 4 cream teas, worth over
£30



Dinosaur World. 2 visitors, worth £13.90



Pecorama. 2 Adults and 2 children, worth £40.70



Quince Honey Farm. 2 x 2 tickets, worth £29.80



Shaldon Zoo. 2 adults + 2 children, or 1 adult and 3 children,
worth up to £24.90

The holidays are coming up. Why not have a go at bagging yourself
a bargain? Good luck!
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Open Gardens: A Summery Start by Saffron

Look

at these beautiful

plants—they are in my
tiny garden! There were
four small gardens and six
huge gardens to have a
sneaky peek at, or maybe
steal some good ideas
from,
for
your
own
garden.
This
Chudfest
event got the festival off
to a smashing start.
Every garden had
something unique about it
or something special.
Fortunately,
the
Open Gardens had nice
weather throughout, even if there was some light drizzle.
The tasty refreshments in every garden were a great
boost and all the money raised went to charities or good causes:
Friends of Chudleigh School; Chudfest; Chudleigh Youth Centre;
Cancer Research UK; Ectodermal Dysplasia Society; Exeter
Kidney Patients, Vocal Advocacy; and Dementia UK.
Thank you, everyone who donated. It was an amazing
start to Chudfest.

The gardens taking part were:












Woodlands, Milestone Cross,
Watercress Farm, Kerswell
Oakfield Coach House
Court Ralla, Exeter Road
The Rock Garden, Station Hill
Strangeways, Lawn Drive
104, Palace Meadow
27, Millstream Meadow
18 Clifford Street
The Apple Loft, Parkway
(Left and above) Just some of the flowers in our Junior Reporter Saffron’s
garden during Open Gardens

Brilliant Bioblitz by Izzy

As

part of Chudfest, the Bioblitz took place from 12 noon

on Friday 1st July until 12 noon on Saturday 2nd July. The
Bioblitz was in the Marquee in Chudleigh near the school
playpark. It inspired children and adults to look more carefully into the wildlife of Chudleigh.
The people who ran the Bioblitz collected their data in
an interesting way. They brought a special camera which was
waterproof, and took pictures of anything that moved in front
of it. You leave the camera for a few days and then come back
to it and see what pictures it has taken.
They also collected information by letting the public tell
them if they had seen anything.
The Bioblitz included fun as well, such as night walks,
camping and much more.
The reason they did the Bioblitz was because they
wanted to see how many animals and plants they could find in
Chudleigh in twenty-four hours. 551 species were found during
the Bioblitz.
[See page 13 for an article from Chudleigh Town Council about
this event and where the money came from. Ed.]

Bioblitz Chudleigh-style: Children from the Primary School throw themselves into the activieis (above); while the white board (right) records all the reported species.
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The Lovely Literary Festival by Eliza and Jess

On

Wednesday 6th July, there was a Literary Festival as

part of Chudfest, run by a lady called Manny Lewis. The
Literary Festival was about people showing off your writing to
your friends. Manny Lewis also ran the children’s story
writing competition as well as the literary festival which was
for adults, but the children that won the writing competition
were invited to the open mic session at lunchtime.
The Literary Festival was a group of adults who love to
write, inspiring each other to do more writing. They were giving
each other ideas, and sharing stories that they’d written
themselves.
It was really nice that children from Chudleigh School
were invited to come along and read their stories too. Year5
were chosen to read their special stories to the adults who
really enjoyed them and were inspired by the children as well.

The Spectacular Sing-along by Hattie and Izzy
We arrived at 7.30pm to listen to the choir;
And as they sang, their volume got higher;
As we listened to them, it was like an infection;
As everyone else sang to perfection!
Firstly, a lady called Lynette Evans made everyone in the
audience sing a three-part song. When she came off stage,
the amazing Chudleigh Community Choir came on stage and
sang about 5 songs. Most of the songs were from the film The
Sound of Music.
In the marquee there was a bar where you could buy
delicious drinks and fabulous food. If the people knew the
song then they would sing along.
Everyone there had a good time;
So now we’ll finish with a rhyme!
[Later, after the reporters had gone home, we were also
entertained by the ever-popular Chudleigh Shantymen, who
made a return visit during Hits From The Blitz on Friday. Ed]

Chudleigh
Shantymen
entertain in their
own inimitable
style

Year 5 pupils from the Primary School read their stories during Open Mic at
the Literary Festival

When each child had got to the
end of their story, Manny gave them a
postcard saying why she loved and
picked their
stories. She gave a
postcard to every child who entered
their story into the competition.
We hope that the children were
inspired by the adults and the adults
were inspired by the children.
[After the children had returned to
school, we carried on ‘showing off our
writing to our friends’. Then, in the
evening, we listened to authors Veronica
Henry, Fanny Blake and Damien Boyd tell
us about their latest books and their
publishing experiences. Ed.]
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Ssssuper Sssslithery Show! By Connie, Katy-Grace and Otis

Remember,

remember, the 5th of July

When slithering snakes came to say ‘hi’!
Now scroll on down to the next block of text
To see what event happened next!

Recently, a local reptile society came to the marquee,
Where there were lots of reptiles for all to see.
To start off the show, everyone liked them,
It’s Spot and Stripe, the two royal pythons.
Even though they’re eight years old,
Their heat-seeking vision is as good as gold.

We said ‘goodbye’ to our two starting acts,
And couldn’t wait to find out more facts.
Then along came the dragon Spike,
Whose beard goes black when he gets a fright.
Football is his favourite sport;
At watching it, he isn’t taught.

As goes away this marvellous act,
The tension builds up and is sure to attract.
Joanna the lizard was a bit like a dwarf,
Her relative Komodo Dragon was more than just small.
She’d go quite mad over 30 degrees,
But under that temperature, she’d sure to be pleased.

A few more acts passed and then it came,
The final with a giant snake.
His name was Rodney, he didn’t look cute, it’s true
But his silky soft skin made it to you.
Now we’ve finished all our rhymes,
We’ll say goodbye and see you next time!
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Chudfest Summer Fete

Chudfest’s Summer Fete is a time when all the townspeople can get together and have fun
with all the activities on the park’s field. Now read on...

Vicious Vikings by Connie, Otis and Saffron

Get

ready to take a trip

through history, Chudfeststyle! At the Summer Fete,
some vicious Vikings came to
demonstrate a fight that
will declare a new earl.
They set up camp and
started making swords for
the battle. But they also
used their forge to make AD

hot dogs.
They wore woollen clothes and
were armed with only a shield and a
weapon of choice. One of the
warriors got a nose bleed. But
afterwards he was fine. The earl
overall was a man with big black
curly hair and was a perfect Viking
ruler.
The Chudfest Vikings have sailed
back through time to Scandinavia,
but are still the traditional brave
warriors.

Pawfect Pets by Katy-Grace

At

the Summer Fete, there was a fabulous Dog Show, where any

breed could take part,
There were loads of dogs and loads of events for them to
take part in, including: which dog could find the sausage first
(winner: Winston, cockapoo); which dog could eat a biscuit the
quickest (winner: Winston, cockapoo); dog that the judge would most
like to take home; and much, much more.
We asked the judge why she chose one of the dogs and she
said ‘because he was a rescue dog and he had a very shiny coat and
good teeth’.
The dog that won the best trick was called Chip, who won by
doing loads of jumps and rolls. It was so cute to see this long-haired
sausage dog try his best, although it didn’t always go to plan.
Every
year,
Chudleigh’s
canines join in;
and every year it
gets better and
better.

Compere, Mike Underwood, introduces Carnival Queen, Chloe Martin,
who opened the fete.

Dance, Dance, Dance! By Jess

On Sunday 10th July, in the marquee, there was a dancing
show which was amazing! Different groups of dancers and
solo dancers gave their incredible performances. And
although they performed separately, they were all part of
just two dance schools. It was incredible!
The first group of dancers were from Year 4 and
under, doing their ballet dancers. They did really well and
by the looks on their faces, they enjoyed it just as much as
we enjoyed watching it!
Next there was a solo tap dancer who showed off
her moves to some very jazzy music. She was really good
and everyone loved her.
The next act
was so cute, and some
young ones from preschool did their ballet
dance, copying an older
dancer.
The tap dancers
that went next were
the same ones that did
the first ballet dance.
They danced to Timber
and were extremely
good!
Afterwards,
there was a duet doing a ballet dance in dazzling costumes.
Last, but definitely not least, the belly dancers did
their moves to a range of different songs. It was really
fun.
Everyone was bedazzled at the show and, like the
dancers, really enjoyed themselves, It was great.
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Jacko Sparro, In His Own Words by Isabelle and
Saffron

Jacko

Sparro, a well known pirate in the seven seas decided

to drop the anchor at Chudfest and put on an amazing show
full of fun, pirate-y games and scaring people in the midst. So
welcome aboard the Black Pearl. Let’s listen in on what he has
to say...
“Ye first embarkment is to find a key hidden amidst a
sailor’s grub. Will you be able to save the person stuck in
handcuffs?
“You found it, but we are not going to set her free until you
have completed your second challenge. Do you dare put your hand
into a bag infested with rats to find four large gold coins?
“Arrrgh, you did it! Ye have now set the lady free!
“Your third challenge is...you and your first mate need to
pick the right cards to live and find the treasure.

Fun Ferrets by Connie and Saffron

One

of the unique races

at
the
summer
fete
included
our
furry
friends....THE FERRETS!
A local businessman,
who has been running a
ferret charity for over
forty
years,
recently
attended Chudfest to
entertain everyone with
wonderful ferret racing. You can place your bet to see if your
ferret will win. If you were wrong, unlucky! If you were right,
collect a pound from the event organiser.
This is a great event and the novelty of it will never
wear off...

“Shiver me timbers! Ye survived, I thought that was going
to be tricky. Now, this will send you to your watery grave. Be wise
which water pistol you pick; if you get squirted, you will be out.
Only one will survive!
“The first mate survived! Now you can challenge a member
of your crew to a battling duel.
“Ha! First mate, you won!! You are now a fully qualified
pirate. WELL DONE!!”

Prizes, Prizes,
Prizes!!!!

The Lucky Number winner was programme number 20. If that’s yours, there’s a crisp
£10 waiting for you. Just get in touch: 01626 853490 or chudfest@yahoo.co.uk.
The raffle for the beautiful wooden truck raised more than £150. The winner was
Debbie Andrews.
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Portal To The Past by William

On

Saturday 2nd July, Chudleigh Church turned into a

portal to the past as the exhibition started...
The exhibition compared old Chudleigh to new. It was
really interesting to see the tight-knit community of the
olden-day town. As well as that, there were multiple pictures
from Chudleigh School and other people in Chudleigh.
Whilst this was going on, people could enjoy a cream
tea at the back of the church and listen to fabulous
performers play their instruments. The musicians played piano,
brass and many more.
Everyone who went learnt about old Chudleigh and we
can’t wait till next year.

A visitor peruses the exhibition in the Church

Messy Stories! by Dominic and William

On
Pictures from an exhibition: the
corner of the The Square in
2016...

Alexa is also an author
and she brought out her
books for people to buy.
Overall, the children
had lots of fun and a
great day.

...and in 1934

Footnote From The Adults
The

Thursday 7th July, Alexa

Tewkesbury came to the
Chudfest marquee to tell stories
to children...
Alexa, a story-teller and
actor, told her thrilling tales to
the young people of Chudleigh at
the Messy Church event. Her
stories included the princess and
the frog, and Rapunzel with a
twist, as well as bible stories:
Creation and the calming of the
storm. Alexa involved kids to act
in the stories.

Chudleigh History Group and Camera Club combined
forces to mount an exhibition in the church for this year's
Chudfest. Entitled Chudleigh Then & Now, we paired up old
photos of Chudleigh—ranging from 1857 to the 1960s—with the
self-same viewpoint today.
While many scenes have barely changed in the last 100
years, several buildings have been demolished and re-built which
took some detective work for the modern photographer to stand
in the exact place in 2016!

Wonderful Willow Weaving by Eliza

On

Monday 11th July, some of Year 4 did willow weaving at

school. A lady called Shan Palmer was running the willow weaving
and she also did classes for adults in the marquee during
Chudfest.
She needed to soak the willow in water for two days
before we could use it. We worked in groups of six and made
things like fishes, dragonflies and butterflies, It was quite hard
as it was very fiddly and it took about fifteen minutes. Everybody made something and took it home.
We enjoyed the weaving and want to do it again soon.
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IMAGINATION! by Dominic and Jun Li
Thursday 7the July, Sally Crabtree, a poet, came in to We hope to see you
next time!
school to work with years 1, 2 and 3, to help them write
stories and poems using their imagination.
Sally Crabtree (right)
Using a mixture of books, songs and poems, Sally told
poet, arts ambassador,
them stories. One of the stories she used was called the fishing
author and word dancer;
and (left) some of the
song. The idea was to think of silly things to eat for your tea.
imagination rings made
Some of those things
by the children during
were a piano, the
the workshop
world, a pirate, and a
bongo drum.
Everybody that
took part made a ring
to help them use their
imagination when they
put it on.
Sally: it was
really fun to see all
your creative ideas.

On

Goodbye and Thank You
By Michael McCormick, Chairman of
Chudfest

Garden and Produce Show
(absolutely the last word about
Chudfest this month)

For me three things make Chudfest: firstly, the number of

With our July festivities behind us, it is time to be thinking of the

free
activities for children, which this year included reptiles,
superheroes party, and poetry workshops; the second thing is
the team effort that is made by our many volunteers (more than
60) who give up their time and make the whole thing possible; so
thank you to all of you who so skilfully contributed.
Lastly, of course, Chudfest would not be possible if the
people of Chudleigh didn’t support it; you came in your hundreds
and managed to drink the bar dry, so we must be doing
something right! Chudfest activities continue with a Produce
Show, Variety Concert and Christmas Fayre, so do visit our
website or follow us on Facebook.

Your last glimpse of the Chudfest Marquee for 2016

Autumn, and the annual Chudfest Garden and Produce Show! This
year’s show will be on the 20th August, and will feature the usual
mix of vegetables, fruit, flowers, floral art, and kitchen produce.
There are lots of cups and prizes to be won! There are also classes
for children under 11; all children entering will get a prize, and the
overall child winner gets a cup.

You will all remember the fire that nearly destroyed Eric
Mahy’s business earlier this year [see CP April 2016]; many of
you bought tomato plants in advance to help him get back on his
feet. There should thus be a glut of tomatoes in Chudleigh this
autumn, and we have put in several extra tomato classes. There
will be a special prize for the overall winner of the tomato classes.
Details of the classes and an entry form can be downloaded
from the Chudfest website or can be picked up from Pets Corner or
Chudleigh DIY.
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Amenity Society News

Our final talk

of summer,
Devon’s Torre Abbey, was
on 17th June and given by
Dr Michael Rhodes, who
was the curator for eighteen
years. He gave us a full
description of its history
from its foundation in 1196
as
a
house
for
Premonstratensian canons
(an Order of priests founded
by St Norbert at Premonstre
in 1119), through to it
being taken over by the
local council. Grants from
the Heritage Lottery Fund
have enabled the council to
refurbish the buildings and
gardens and turn it, amongst other things, into an Art Gallery,
spaces for exhibitions and a centre with a wide range of
educational projects. A truly wonderful place of which Devon
and Torbay can be proud.
***
The April report explained why the Chudleigh Mosaic had been
taken down. It has now been fully refurbished and was
re-installed on 18th June; and for this, we thank Alec Palmer of
The Framing Lot, Michelle Greenwood Brown and Richard
Coulter who put it up.
***
The Chudleigh Town Council’s Environment Committee and
CADAS intend to enhance the grass verges in Chudleigh by,
amongst other things, planting the verges with native flowering
plants. As a start, Lavatera rosea has been planted next to two
of the entry signs into Chudleigh. The plants are small at present
but give them time!

Well Run!
High fives all
round to the
Scrambled
Legs who all
ran,
and
finished, the 6mile road race
on Friday night. All the
training paid off and there
were some impressive times.
They are well on the way to
their £5K target for Cancer
Line South West; click here to
help them over the finish line.

Chudleigh
Rotters Update
Five ladies of the parish arrived at the Chudleigh Rotters site
for a two hour stint on a showery Saturday morning on the first
weekend in July. We prodded, poked and cogitated around each
of the bays before agreeing an attacking strategy to achieve the
most out of our volunteering time.
Two teams set to work: one team aerating, watering and
filling the largest end bay with the donated pile; while the others
came up with a cunning plan to produce some weed tea by
adding water to weighted down weeds within a lidded dustbin,
safe in the knowledge that within a short time the liquid gold
produced would be a great fertilizer to be incorporated into the
process and add even more goodness to our compost.
The trusty old sieve was dusted off and rolled into
position before cranking up and the manufacture of some hand
crafted compost commenced. Our healthy compost imports that
were created balanced perfectly against our exports back out to
our members, who, once handing over their money, were able to
remove their treasure from site to their own gardens.
We paused only to rescue the odd slowworm which had
strayed across our path. Then at 11am it was tools down for a
welcome brew; tea/coffee and cake helped us to put the world to
rights before commencing the whole process again. Then, the
12 o’clock whistle, blew the workforce down tooled, and
disappeared into the distance to continue with their normal lives
back in suburbia.
Frances - Treasurer
01626 853173; dayshfrances5@hotmail.com
Lyn - Membership Secretary
01626 852090; lyn.paris@virgin.net

Piano Lessons for
Grown-Ups from
Rachel Rowles

Have you ever wished you had learnt to play a musical instrument as a child? Or maybe you did but
gave up when the pressure of exams or other activities squeezed out time for practising. Do you feel
the need for an activity which is totally absorbing and provides a useful distraction from the stresses
and demands of work and family life? Maybe you have recently given up work and are looking for a
new challenge. Learning to play an instrument as an adult can have a positive effect on both your
mood and the way your brain functions. It really is never too late to reap the rewards of learning to
play an instrument.
I learnt the piano as a child and then came back to it as an adult to pursue the higher grades, so
I understand how learning as an adult and fitting time for practice around the demands of work and
family life provides its own unique challenges. I have never regretted any of the time I have put into
playing the piano—and I would love to help other people discover the pleasures of music making too.
I am available to give lessons to beginners and returners of all ages. I offer a free trial lesson
with no obligation and a 10% discount on the first term’s lessons for new pupils booked before the
end of September 2016.
For more details contact me on: 01626 853756 and/or find me on facebook: Piano Teacher
Chudleigh.
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Do You Mind?
Elly says ‘Thank You,
Chudleigh’
Despite the Euro 2016 Final (which, as someone with no interest
with football, I had no idea clashed with the concert until my dad
pointed it out after we’d set a date and started publicising it…) the
church was packed on the evening of 10th July for a concert in aid
of mental health charity, Mind.
Throughout the evening, the audience was entertained by a
wide variety of acts, from dance choreographed to reflect a
family’s personal struggles, to sketches that will be performed at
the Edinburgh Fringe Festival (I’d like to thank University of
Nottingham students Ian Sheard and Jamie Drew for giving us
permission to perform their work) and, of course, music. The
music performed showcased a huge range of styles, from classical
piano pieces by Mendelssohn and Haydn, to ‘Coldplay’ covers and
songs from the musicals Les Misérables, Mary Poppins and
Wicked.
An important part of the evening was raising awareness of
mental health issues, through a few of us sharing the stories of our
personal battle with mental health. The stories ranged from
dropping out of university due to poor mental health and the
inspiring story of recovery that followed; to dealing with anxiety at
university. I also shared my story about anxiety and depression and
the consequences of that, which was nerve wracking, but the
support I received on the night, and in emails afterwards, made it
completely worth it, and I’m glad my words were able to help
people understand mental illness, or feel less alone in their own
struggles.
One of the highlights of the evening was undoubtedly the
talk given by special guest, Dr Kate Lovett, the Dean of the Royal
College of Psychiatrists. We’re so grateful she gave up her time to
come and support the event. Her talk was both engaging and
inspiring, and ended with a call to action: ‘friends of mental health,
there is work to be done and no time to waste.’
I’m afraid I can’t give an exact figure for how much we
raised as donations were still coming in a few days later, and we’re
still trying to calculate the amount raised, but I can confidently say
that through selling refreshments in the interval, and inviting
donations on the night and on-line, we’ve raised over £1000, which
is simply incredible; my original target was £300!
I’d like to extend my thanks to all those who supported us
and donated: Kate and the team at Chudfest and Chudleigh
Phoenix for their help with publicity; Paul Wimsett for letting us
use the church; and everyone who baked cakes, served refreshments, helped behind the scenes and of course performed. None of
it would have been possible without you. Particular thanks go to
the core team who came alongside me and helped me pull the
whole thing together: Yelena Allton, Rohanna Brown, Charlotte
Johnson and Maddie Leckie, and of course Dr Kate Lovett for supporting us so wholeheartedly.
It was a simply incredible evening, full of laughter, music
and a few tears; what an amazing result for mental health!
Thank you, Chudleigh! If anyone wants to make any final
donations, the JustGiving page is still up.

CHUDLEIGH ARTISTS
SUMMER EXHIBITION

CHUDLEIGH TOWN HALL
SATURDAY 30th JULY to FRIDAY 5th AUGUST
(Closed SUNDAY 31st JULY)
Admission FREE
See the work of local artists as well as that of the visitors to the
Party in the Park
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Friends of
Chudleigh Library
Having

been involved with the very successful Chudfest
Literary Evening, where we were well entertained by
Veronica Henry, Fanny Blake and Damien Boyd, we now
move on to the next author event taking place in the Library.
On 17th August, bestselling local author, Marcia
Willett, will be talking to us about her latest book and her life
in publishing. Tickets are now available from the library and
cost £2, including light refreshments.
Our Friends Group is sponsoring prizes to be won by
any children completing this year’s Summer Reading
Challenge (see left). This year’s Challenge is called the Big
Friendly Read, to tie in with the release of the new film of the
BFG. Any child that completes the Challenge (which is to
read 6 books during the summer holidays), will be entered
into a draw to win a family ticket for four to see the film, or
any other film and a beautiful hardback edition of the book.
There will be 5 runners up prizes of the paperback edition of
the BFG with the film tie-in cover. For more details of the
Summer Reading Challenge, please go into the library and
talk to our librarian, Jill.
If you would like more information about Friends of Chudleigh
Library, please contact Jill Hughes (Librarian, Chudleigh
Library) on 852469 or Douglas Neely (Chairman) on 853456.

Can You Read This? Others Can’t!
Dyrons

Journal is the local Talking Newspaper for visually
impaired people in Teignbridge. It is recorded weekly, every
Friday, at the offices of the Mid-Devon Advertiser, using the
Newton Abbot and Teignmouth editions of the Advertiser—and
we are very grateful for the support we have been given by the
Advertiser.
The Talking Newspaper movement dates back to the early
1970s when cassette tape technology had become readily available
for the domestic market. The Journal was founded a few years
later in 1977 and, until very recently, the weekly recordings were
being made on 90-minute cassette tapes. However, the recording
and copying equipment had become obsolescent and was steadily
wearing out and the quality of the end product was not what was
expected in the 21st century.
So on 20th May 2016, after a year of planning and
fund-raising, the Journal finally went digital. The weekly editions
are now produced on USB memory sticks and, where necessary,
listeners have been provided with a suitable digital player.
Each week a faithful band of volunteers reads as much as
possible from the Mid-Devon Advertiser—news, letters, editorials,
What’s On, and sport. This is recorded using a mixer desk, laptop
and special software and copied onto USB sticks. These are put
into plastic wallets and sent out via Freepost to the listeners who
may receive them on Saturday, but certainly no later than Monday.

When the listener has finished, he/she simply puts the stick back in
the wallet, turns over the address label and posts it back to us.
Until the recent change to modern technology, we were
unable to advertise our service but we are now trying to make sure
that anyone in the area who is visually impaired and can no longer
read the local news, is aware of our service—which is entirely
free. (Our funding comes from donations or special fund-raising
efforts.)
So if you know of anyone who might benefit from the
Journal, please have a word with them and invite them to give me
a call on 01626 821034. I will be happy to talk to them about the
service and tell them more about it. Thank you.
Brian Smith
Chairman, Dyrons Journal
PS If you would be interested in
reading for the Journal or helping
with administration, please give me a
call.
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Town Hall News: featuring items from
CTC not covered elsewhere in CP
Devon Air Ambulance
The Devon Air Ambulance service is seeking additional landing sites
so that they have central landing sites in as many communities as
possible. This will enable them to minimise the amount of time it takes
to transport injured people from the site of the accident to the air
ambulance and then to hospital.
At present there is no central landing site close to Chudleigh.
To be suitable, a site needs 50 metres of clear space in all directions,
must be accessible for land vehicles and have permanent illumination
on site suitable to facilitate the landing of the air ambulance after dark.
The Town Council is facilitating discussions between the Air
Ambulance service and the sports club at Kate Brook to see whether a
suitable landing site can be located there. There is certainly sufficient
space on this site and there is lighting in place, which is owned by the
football club.
The next step will be for Devon Air Ambulance to carry out
some night time testing to ascertain whether the lighting meets their
needs. If that proves to be the case there will be a need to fund the
purchase of equipment to allow the lights to be distance-activated by
the Air Ambulance pilot. The cost of this will be around £1,500. That
cost would fall on the Town Council and the community.
This is an exciting development that will improve access to
emergency medical facilities for the people of Chudleigh and
surrounding communities. Further information will be provided as the
project progresses.

wildlife lives here and to generate support for future work.
With specialists in many different kinds of plants and
animals present, the final total, which was reached at noon on
Saturday 2nd July, was 551 species. To put this into
perspective, quite often similar Bioblitzes elsewhere fail to
reach 400 species
Birdwatchers, mammal watchers, botanists and insect
specialists all combined their efforts to reach the final total
and all were agreed that, had there been more time and more
experts, the final total could have been much, much higher,
such is the extraordinary diversity of Chudleigh’s wildlife.
The event was held in the Chudfest marquee and was
open to the public throughout. Visitors experienced a wealth
of wildlife within the marquee, from video links to bat roosts
and viewing the animal images on a range of stealth cameras
around the parish to examining the contents of moth traps and
looking at microscope images of the tiny animals found in a
Chudleigh compost heap.
Four entire year groups from Chudleigh Primary
School were able to attend the Bioblitz on Friday 1st July
where they learned about some of the amazing wildlife in
their own neighbourhood.
Following the success of the Bioblitz, Chudleigh
WILD is planning a series of public wildlife watching events
throughout the year. They are also starting to work on
conservation initiatives in Chudleigh, with one of their first
being a programme of improvements to nesting opportunities
for the swifts which breed in various buildings on Fore Street.
For more information about Chudleigh WILD and its
work, contact Tessa Frost on 01626 852551 or e mail her at
rat.frost@gmail.com

Vandalism problems
Last month we heard about vandalism attacks on the pagoda at Fore
Street Park and the skate park site at Millstream Meadow. The latter
resulted in the replacement of two rubbish bins that had received such
a battering they could not be repaired. It’s disappointing to have to
report that the new bins have received similar treatment within a
month of being installed.
If you do witness any vandalism in the town, please inform the
police, using the 101 call facility. Alternatively, please contact the
Town Hall staff and give them as much information as you have. If
they know roughly when the vandalism took place they have some
hope of identifying the offenders from CCTV footage.

Chudleigh Bioblitz
The beginning of July saw Chudleigh’s first
Bioblitz, a 24 hour event to record as many
different plants and animals as possible
within the parish. We are indebted to the
Big Lottery Fund Awards For All
initiative for providing the total funding for this project.
This event was organised by a newly formed group called
Chudleigh WILD, whose aim is to champion the very special wildlife
of their parish and to carry out conservation work to protect some of
the habitats and species present.
The Bioblitz, Chudleigh WILD’s first major event, was
organised to show the people of Chudleigh how much amazing

Tour of Britain
The biggest national cycle race will be returning to Chudleigh
on Friday 9th September. It is anticipated that the race will
pass through the town at about 2.40pm on its way to the stage
finish at Haytor. Councillor Chris Webb is in the process of
organizing various street entertainments so it should be a
good day to be in the town. More news on that nearer the
time.
As in previous years, there will be a total prohibition
of parking on the main streets through the town. This is to
ensure the safety of the riders who will be travelling at high
speed on the straight roads through the town. Devon County
Council will put
out signage in
good time and will
be
arranging
delivery of leaflets
to home owners
whose houses are
on the race route.
Contact details: John Carlton, Town Clerk,
01626 853140, Johncarlton1994@yahoo.co.uk ;
Chudleigh Town Council website
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They’re Back and Eager To See You...
Fifteen months after a van crashed through the window and closed them down,
the Brainwave Charity Shop on Fore Street is open for business once more,
having relocated to the premises next door to their previous one.
There is a new Manager, but the shop will rely, as ever , on volunteers for
most of the staffing. Manager, Chantelle, lives in Chudleigh and is keen to get
involved in the community and bring the community back to Brainwave.
The shop is open between
9am and 5pm, Monday to Saturday.
There will be an official Grand
Opening at some point, date still to
be announced.
But in the meantime, they
are ready to accept your donations
and sell you someone else’s ‘preloved’ treasures.

Rotary Closes The Door
At a recent get-together in Chudleigh Town Hall, Tony Ducker, President of the

Message from Quiz Organiser, Estelle

Chudleigh and Bovey Tracey Rotary Club handed out donations cheques to a
number of local organisations, as the Club closed its doors for the last time.
Tony explained that the dwindling number of members had made the
formal organisation unsustainable. However, he said that the remaining members
would continue to meet and get involved in charitable activities, but on a more
informal basis.

Target Ovarian Cancer is the national charity
working to save lives by raising awareness of the
symptoms, early diagnosis, new treatments etc.
and support to the 7000 women diagnosed each
year in the UK.
Both in my personal life and as a
therapist, I walked alongside several women
affected by ovarian cancer, some of whom have
died within a few weeks of being diagnosed. It is
known as the silent killer and much more needs
to be done to provide support, increase survival
through prevention and education, update and
training of GPs etc. All this requires funding.
I'm aiming to raise £1000 for Target
Ovarian Cancer over the next few weeks by
completing a 5 and 10k race in memory of Flis, a
local quiz with raffle (see poster above), a coffee
morning etc.
£5 could give 3 newly diagnosed women a
comprehensive guide offering vital information
and support;
£50 could help 200 people learn about the
symptoms of ovarian cancer to help early
diagnosis
You can donate on my justgiving page:
search for Estelle Sossat, or take part in the quiz
and raffle. No donation is too small and it all
contributes towards a very good cause.
Thank you for your support.

Representatives of the benefiting organisations and Rotary members gather outside Chudleigh
Town Hall with outgoing President, Tony Ducker (front row, centre), and Chudleigh Mayor,
Richard Keeling (front row, left).

Organisations that benefitted from the dispersal of the remaining Rotary
funds were: Bovey Tracey Scout Group; Chudleigh Girl Guides; Chudleigh
Youth Centre (both for the Centre itself and for the Skate Park); Chudfest
Christmas Lights Fund; Chudleigh Writers’ Circle; Chudleigh Amenity Society;
Chudleigh Church; Chudleigh Sports Centre; Chudleigh Pétanque; Action for
Children (for the Children’s Centre); and the Devon Schools Cricket
Competition.
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Fake medicine kills
No-one is safe
Regulator Suzanne Jones’ mission to stop
counterfeiting in Africa becomes personal.
But her investigations bring danger ever
closer. In Uganda a factory burns;
Suzanne’s friend goes missing; and in
Swaziland and Zambia, children die.
Who is supplying the fake drugs? What is
the Eastern European connection? Can
Suzanne stop the counterfeiters before
more people die?
Counterfeit! is the new thriller from
Elizabeth Ducie, author of the
prize-winning novel, Gorgito’s Ice Rink.
www.elizabethducie.co.uk
Counterfeit! is published this week, both in print and as an ebook.
At just £1.99, the ebook is cheaper than a cup of coffee and lasts much longer. Order your
copy today by clicking here.
For those of you who prefer your books in print version, the paperback will be available
from 19th July onwards at £6.99. Contact us via email: editors@chudeighphoenix.co.uk or
phone: 01626 854611.

INVITATION
Help us celebrate the launch of Counterfeit! Join us for singing, drumming, fizz and cake in
Chudleigh Parish Church on Tuesday 19th July between 7pm and 9pm.
Get your signed copy of Counterfeit! on the night at a special launch price of £6
RSVP: Kate or Michael: 01626 854611; kate@heathside.com
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What’s On In Chudleigh
JULY

Monday 18th
Town Council: Full Council
meeting, Town Hall, 7pm.
Tuesday19th
Chudleigh Phoenix: Book
Launch, Parish Church, 7pm,
details page 15.
Thursday 21st
Weekly Produce Market:
Outside Town Hall, 8.30am to
1pm.
Saturday 23rd
Weekly Produce Market:
Outside Town Hall, 9.30am to
1pm.
Bowling Club Coffee Morning:
Rest Centre, 10am.
Town Council Surgery: Town
Hall, 10am.
Devon Opera: The Follies of
Love, Ugbrooke, 7.30pm,
details page 11.
Thursday 28th
Weekly Produce Market:
Outside Town Hall, 8.30am to
1pm.
Saturday 30th
Weekly Produce Market:
Outside Town Hall, 9.30am to
1pm.
Pensioners Coffee Morning:
Rest Centre, 10am.
Town Council Surgery: Town
Hall, 10am.
Chudleigh Artists: Summer
Exhibition, Town Hall, details
page 11.
Sunday 31st
Chudleigh Phoenix: copy date
for August issue.
AUGUST

Monday 1st
Chudleigh Artists: Summer
Exhibition, Town Hall, details
page 11.
Tuesday 2nd
Chudleigh Artists: Summer
Exhibition, Town Hall, details
page 11.
Wednesday 3rd
Chudleigh Artists: Summer
Exhibition, Town Hall, details
page 11.
WI: Members’ Outing.
Thursday 4th
Weekly Produce Market:
Outside Town Hall, 8.30am to
1pm.
Chudleigh Artists: Summer
Exhibition, Town Hall, details
page 11.

Target Ovarian Cancer: Charity Quiz, Bishop Lacey, 8pm,
details page 14.
Friday 5th
Chudleigh Artists: Summer
Exhibition, Town Hall, details
page 11.
History Group: Simon Dell with
The Real Beatrice Chase,
Woodway Room, 7.30pm.
Saturday 6th
Weekly Produce Market:
Outside Town Hall, 9.30am to
1pm.
Twinning Coffee
Morning:
Rest Centre, 10am.
Chudleigh Rotters: Monthly
work session, details page 4.
Town Council Surgery: Town
Hall, 10am.
Tuesday 9th
Diners Club Monthly Dinner:
Contact Phil on 07702418458
for details.
Thursday 11th
Weekly Produce Market:
Outside Town Hall, 8.30am to
1pm.
Saturday 13th
Weekly Produce Market:
Outside Town Hall, 9.30am to
1pm.
Carnival Coffee Morning: Rest
Centre, 10am.
Town Council Surgery: Town
Hall, 10am.
Monday 15th
Chudleigh Phoenix: August
issue due out.

Alan Holman
Many

people in town, especially devotees of Chudleigh
Carnival, will have been saddened, as we were, by the news of
Alan’s death on 8th July. Alan was a regular contributor to
Chudleigh Phoenix, and was the only adult from whom we
accepted hand-written copy.
We hope to bring you a profile of him next month. In the
meantime, we send our love and condolences to Annie at this
sad time.

Coming to Chudleigh in August

On The Beat
with PC Ali Hooper (14939);
PCSO Mark Easton (30315)
No police report this month;
on the beat will return next
month.

Contact Details: website;
Emergencies: 999;
General enquiries: 101

An art exhibition in Chudleigh Parish Church,
featuring the work of Canon Robin Murch and
his unique take on contemporary issues.
Thursday 18th to Tuesday 30th August
Monday to Friday 10am to 4pm
Sunday before and after services

