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Thanks to our sponsors:
Webselect
Becky’s Winning Cake

Are you an enthusiastic chef? If so, you would
have loved the Great Chudleigh Bake-Off, which
cooked up a storm in the marquee on Saturday
5th July.
Dozens of budding bakers sent in their
precious creations to be put to the test by the
judges who, as they said, were quite full by the
end. There wasn’t just one category; oh no!
There were ten in total and 52 entries; that’s a
lot of baking and every cake tasted as good as it
looked. Sugary lemon cake, tenderly iced;

Close
Encounters
with
Reptiles &
Spiders
by Daisy

The atmosphere was full of

scrumptious chocolate cake with sweet fillings;
iced sponges with delicious textures. There was
no end to the temptation.
The atmosphere was tense as the judges
slowly made their way around the marquee;
contestants
w aited
w i th
bated
breath.
Finally
the
winners
were
announced
and
the people got
to sample some
of the goodies.
B e c k y
Keyes, winner of
three
classes
including Best in
A topical entry
Show, said she
was:
“pleased
and proud to have won so many prizes.” The
organisers said it was very hard work but worth
it and they are hoping to carry on next year. All
in all, it was a very successful event.

most of the students bubbled with excitement,
desperately wanting to hold it. Afterwards, a year 5
child said she felt “excited but slightly nervous as
well,” when it was brought out.
A few other reptiles were displayed then a
creepy crawly wowed the crowd. When a tarantula
was lifted out of its box, Mrs England, deputy head
at Chudleigh School, nearly fainted. Also, it was
agreed that a year 4 teacher, Miss Wright, should
have been there as she has a terrible phobia of
spiders, especially tarantulas. (Continued on page 5)

excitement in the marquee, as a
selection of exotic animals was
paraded to an awestruck audience.
Children from years 4 and 5
waited with anticipation to see the
amazing arachnids and a range of
reptiles. When the first reptile
was brought out, the crowd gasped
with amazement to see a monitor
lizard. As it got brought around,
Lizard
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From the Editors

monthly workshops. I look
forward to doing the whole thing
This month, for the second year again from September. Have a
running, I am handing over the great summer!
Kate McCormick
reins to the junior reporters from
years 5 and 6 at Chudleigh
Community Primary School, All the young reporters loved
whom you may have spotted with going to all these events, taking
their press passes, notebooks and photos and interviewing people.
cameras at some of the Chudfest One of the favourite things that
events last week. Instead of their we enjoyed was going to the
normal one page, they’ve got as reptile show as it was scary but
much space as they want to thrilling at the same time.
Chudfest is over, but the
present their reports.
fun
continues
as Carnival takes
It’s been a fascinating
over.
Don’t
forget
to wave to our
experience working with them
throughout the past year and I’d Carnival Queen and the floats in
like to thank the staff at the the amazing procession on
school, especially Mrs Bushell, Saturday. And why not have a go
Mrs England and Mr Barnett for at the Fun Run on Sunday?
Katy Brown
making it possible; and also
Manny Lewis for her input to the
Copy date 31st July for August issue. Reserve space in advance:
editors@chudleighphoenix.co.uk or phone Kate on 854611
The editor reserves the right to edit copy for considerations of space.
The views expressed in CP are not necessarily those of the editor.

Chudleigh/Troarn Twinning Association:
Dates For Your Diary
Coffee and Croissants, Saturday 2nd August (see What’s On,
page 8).
Quiz Night, Saturday 13th September. Put the date in your
diaries! Tickets price £7 will include a Ploughman's Supper plus
a glass of wine or soft drink. A licensed bar will be available.
Further details next month.
Come and support your local Twinning Association

The CP Junior Reporters (from left): Elissa, Lucy, Ruby, Emma, Yen Li,
Daisy, Katy, Tobie, Harry and Reuben.
Not shown: Rupert and Lauren

Art in the Town Hall
Chudleigh Town Hall will host an Exhibition of Paintings
by Chudleigh Artists during the month of September 2014.
This is a new venture for the group, who will show a great
variety of work, some larger paintings and a wonderful
variety of styles
Chudleigh Artists is a very friendly and longestablished group. We meet every Tuesday morning in the
Ambulance Hall in Clifford St, from 10.00am to 12.30pm.
We draw and paint and gossip, exchanging ideas and
expertise, so it is very supportive, especially if you are
feeling a bit inexperienced.. Every now and again we have a
visiting artist to give us a demonstration, or run a workshop
for the day. We also have Summer painting outings, and
visits to exhibitions.
Our Membership secretary is Barbara Fox at 01626852721, so please give her a call to find out about joining us.
And — don’t forget to visit the September Art
Exhibition in the Town Hall — it’s on for the whole month,
so there is plenty of time.
Sue Astbury-Rollason
Phone – 01626 854602
Email – fernlodge.sue@btinternet.com
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Exhibition of World
War I Memorabilia
By Chudleigh Phoenix
Junior Reporters
Marking

Commemorating the loss of life in WWI: hand-painted
banner of the trenches (above) and poppy quilt
(below), both on loan from the Royal British Legion

one hundred years
since war broke out, the World
War I exhibition offered a
poignant memorial to all those
men and women who lost their
lives.
Through photographs,
information and artefacts such
as medals, coins and postcards,
visitors were invited to share in
stories and experiences of the
war.
Devon quilters had
crafted a unique quilt covered
with eye-catching crimson
poppies which, along with a
painted banner of the trenches,
took pride of place.

Pictured right: a selection of the
memorabilia on loan from
Chudleigh residents

The Making of Chudfest by Emma
From the rising of the marquee to the organising of
the events, there is undoubtedly more to Chudfest
than meets the eye.
It takes an unthinkable ten months and around
150 people to turn plans into reality Though not
everything goes to plan as there has never been a
Chudfest without at least one setback. Last year the
marquee was in the wrong place and had to be moved;
and in 2012, due to the bad weather, the field was
waterlogged. This year, there were some changes to
the programme after the brochures were printed.
When I asked one of the organisers what was
the most enjoyable aspect of the whole thing, she
said: “Chudfest is a social event organised by the
people of Chudleigh for the people of Chudleigh and
their friends and the most enjoyable aspect is seeing
the plan come together and everyone enjoying the
celebrations.”
The events were carefully planned to cater for
both the young and old alike; the people of Chudleigh
enthusiastically await next year’s festival.

Michael says Thanks to Chudleigh...
This year at Chudfest, we not only put on a full programme of events for
adults, but also several free events for the children and young people of
the town. We were also happy to provide a framework for a number of
charitable fundraising activities.
An undertaking of this size can only succeed with the active
participation of the community. As Chair of Chudfest, I’d like to thank
the hundreds of Chudleigh residents and others who came to one or more
of the events. Thanks also go to the organisations and businesses that
provided sponsorship. Most of all, I would like to thank the small army of
individuals who gave of their time so generously. Details of all sponsors
and participating groups will be found on our website
(www.chudfest.co.uk) later this month.
Feedback so far has been very positive, and we welcome any
further comments, either via the website, our Facebook page or email
(chudfest@yahoo.co.uk). Alternatively, you can leave written comments
for us at the Town Hall. We are also particularly keen to hear from
people who have ideas for events or activities they might wish to develop
as part of future festivals.

Michael McCormick
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AHOY LANDLUBBERS

by Lucy

Ahoy

mates! Last Friday all Pirates and Princesses came to the marquee for a
party. There was Gina’s dance group who danced along to ROAR...!! Their dancing
was phenomenal! Perfect moves, and at the chorus, some singing to get in the mood..
At one point, near the end, there was a Mexican Wave. By the end, EVERYONE was
up on their feet, cheering, whistling and clapping.
Some girls from Chudleigh School had put a dance together and wanted to perform
it. The music slowly turned up and the girls started dancing. It was AMAZING!!!
The handstands and swirls were perfectly synchronised. It took a month of hard
work to perfect the dance, but it was worth it!
The children were in awe at the dance and
wanted to do it themselves.
Soon after, Gina came on stage and shouted,
“any pirates and princesses want to dance? Let’s go!” All the girls and boys ran onto stage and
started dancing with their amazing costumes on. The pirates had ragged clothes, a hat and
maybe an eye patch. All the princesses had dresses on of course!!! As they were all dancing, the
Carnival Queen appeared! She danced for a while and
sat grandly on her throne while the attendants and
princesses came and danced along too! Everyone had
lots of fun dressing up and being pirates and
princesses for a day.
Pictures
Dancing on their hands (top left)
Carnival Queen and Royalty (right)
Even the grown-ups got into the spirit (left)

A PARTY WITH A DIFFERENCE
Last Thursday, the Chudfest Marquee was filled with toddlers
for a Tea Party with a difference.
The Mad Hatter’s Tea Party was a lively and exciting
event, especially for toddlers and their parents. Toddlers were
given the opportunity to wear their party hats and watch Hat
McKool, the clown/magician. Pre-school and Rising 5s came along
to join the fun and made up the majority of the guests. All the
guests were given a drink and most brought their own supply of
food.
Alison Neely, one of the volunteers said she missed the
children since retiring from the school. “I wanted to be with
children again,” she said, “which why I came to help.”
When we asked one of the children what she liked about
the event, she said the teddy bear music was phenomenal and
her Mother’s fish cakes were delicious. On top of that, when we
asked an enthusiastic parent what they thought the children
enjoyed about the event, she replied: “the children are very
much enjoying the entertainment and dressing up; my child won’t
leave!”
Overall the event was successful and all the toddlers
enjoyed it.
Entertainer Hat McKool keeps the kids laughing during the Mad Hatter’s Tea
Party (right)

by Rupert
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Stars and Stripes in Chudleigh
No

glass slippers

were
lost
this
time!
Everyone
stayed until the
end as it was so
much fun!
This Ball, on 4th
July, was called
Stars and Stripes,
to celebrate the
day
America
gained independence. The marquee, colourful and brimming with
life, was decorated beautifully by a group of eager volunteers,
laden with flags, bunting, glitter, and glimmering chandeliers of
red, white and blue; it looked spectacular on the Chudleigh Play
Park. Even outside, there were lots of amazing decorations.
When people came, they sat at the decorated round
tables in groups of around 10, The meal was fantastic. First of
all, everyone was offered a drink of sparkling wine and canapés.
Afterwards, there was a buffet and that was where people
chose their meal. The food varied from vegetarian to meat with
a selection of salads. While the guests were eating, a magician
came around to individual tables showing them all amazing card

A Twist of Fete

by Ruby

tricks! Also there was
sweet, cheese and biscuits
to finish the meal. Then
the music started playing
and everyone got up to
dance. They danced until 11
o’clock at night but for
those of them that were
tired, or did not want to
dance, there were casino
games that they could enjoy. Everybody looked outstanding in
their superb outfits. Many women came in sparkling dresses or
outfits of red, white and blue and the men came in smart suits
of black or the same colours as the women, with a bow tie.
So all in all, this Ball
was a great success
and everybody had
the time of their
lives.
Eating (top left), dancing
(left) and the odd flutter
(above): all on offer at
the Stars and Stripes Ball

by Elissa

Where

The aforementioned amusements
would you find ferret racing,
and
activities
proved very popular
candy floss and pony rides all in one
amongst
the
crowds.
Already we are
place? The Chudleigh fete of course.
eagerly
awaiting
next
year’s
festivities.
On the field by the school last
Sunday, Chudfest organised a fete
resulting in lots of laughter and joy. One
of the popular events was the ferret
racing; ferrets were placed in boxes of
a specific colour: blue, pink, green,
orange, red and white; then some young
volunteers released them into tubes.
The ferret which was the first to
emerge from the tube was the winner;
anyone who bet on the ferret in first
place won £1.
Crowds and cream teas at the Chudleigh Fete
As well as ferret racing, there
was a tombola; this eye-catching stand
displayed lots of different prizes
including fudge, wine and toys. If you
(Continued from page 1)
picked a ticket ending in 5 or 0, you’d
Finally, there was a very big
win one of the prizes.
encounter, with a Boa Constrictor!
Throughout the fete, visitors Everyone gasped again at its size and
could sit down with a cream tea made by weight; it was a staggering 2 metres
volunteers from Scouts and watch a long and took 3 children and 1 very
dance by some talented performers. scared Miss Fearon to hold it! Overall,
Also younger children could enjoy a it was a very eventful afternoon, and
comical magic show put on by Nutty the children loved it.
Noah in the marquee.

Bearded
Lizard

Corn
Snake

Close Encounters

Boa
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No Fridge or Skateboard!
by Reuben
Tony

Hawks, an hilarious writer, comedian and broadcaster, came to

Chudfest on 8th July and was interviewed by Sharon Cook, Chair of
Chudleigh Writers’ Circle. The event, which was part of this year’s
Chudleigh Literary Festival, was a great way to get to know him.
One of his stories was about the confusion between him and
American Tony Hawk, who is one of the best skateboarders in the world
and has created video games such as Tony Hawk’s Pro Skater. As a result,
Tony Hawks has received many emails from skate fans, asking him how to
do certain tricks. If you look on his website, you can see some of these
questions and the funny answers he has written in response. In addition,
Tony Hawks has offered to open the new local skate park.
Amongst the books he has written, the first is the most famous.
In this book, he walks around Ireland with a fridge for a bet. His second
book is about him making a bet that he could beat the Moldovan football
team at tennis. The third book, A Piano in the Pyrenees, is about buying a house in France and his fourth book is One Hit

Wonderland. He is currently writing about cycling around Devon with a pig.

One of the quiz contestants was 12 year old Izaak Jones, who was a Junior
Reporters last year before he left Chudleigh Primary School. We offered him a
guest spot in this year’s Chudfest Special and he jumped at it.

What’s Bean Done
To Chris?

Great Minds Think Alike

On Saturday 5th July, Chudleigh’s

by Izaak Jones

On 30th June 2014, twenty-two teams containing a
total of 115 people congregated at 7:30 pm in the
Chudfest Marque for the annual Chudfest Quiz
Night.
The previous three years had been a
complete success and, before the first question had
even been asked, it looked like this year wasn’t going
to be any different. Kate McCormick, the organizer
of the event, started the evening by asking every
team to hand in their team names. The No Hopers,
The Pink Panther Party and The Calvadossers were
just some examples of the entries.
It was once all the names were in that the
first question was asked. As Michael McCormick,
the quizmaster, explained there were to be 10
rounds, 4 music rounds (led by guest question
master Steve Cox), one each on Food & Drink;
Sport; Film & Television; and General Knowledge;
and two ongoing rounds about flags and the names
of famous shops.
Asking the questions...
With a constant supply of well-priced drink
on offer and a Ploughman’s Supper for an extra £4, everyone was kept sated. The lively and
bubbly atmosphere indicated that everyone was thoroughly enjoying themselves. Once the
scores were counted and the
winners announced at roughly 10:30pm it was time to end.
Everyone was full of praise for the night and pleased to have been part of it. The winning
team, Hantuvery, were presented with vouchers to spend at the Chudfest Bar.

Mayor, Councillor Chris Webb,
allowed himself to be doused in
the contents of 120 tins of outdated baked beans.
The stunt was just one of
an ongoing series of fundraising
activities in aid of the Chudleigh
Youth Centre which is under
threat in the current round of
cuts by Devon County Council.
It is hoped that Chris will
raise more than £600 from this
bean dunking frenzy.

Chris Webb — and the beans...
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Each year, Chudleigh Writers’ Circle part-sponsors Literacy Workshops in the school as part of the Chudleigh Literary Festival. This
year, with the help of a community grant from Chudleigh Town Council, CWC arranged a day of Poetry Workshops led by Brenda
Read-Brown, Gloucestershire Poet Laureate 2012-3. The resulting poems were performed at assembly on Thursday 17th July and are
also reproduced below.

Rainforest Poetry written by Years 1-4 pupils
We are apes and monkeys,
We eat fruit from the trees,
You could be like us,
If you had long arms like these,
We communicate by saying, “Oo, oo, oo!”
We do whatever we want to do,
We have thick fur,
And we get bugs and fleas,
We pick them off and eat them,
Just like peas,
We swing from the trees and play in the sun,
Sometimes we’re naughty, and life is fun!
We’re elephants and rhinos with skin as tough as leather.
We get hot and splash about when it’s rainy weather.
We love to wallow in puddles of mud.
We stomp and stamp with a thump and a thud.
We take our time and nothing frightens us
because we have horns and we have tusks
Nothing dares get in our way
We trumpet and thunder and frighten you away
We’re rainbow macaws and toucans with big beaks,
We’re bright like flowers, parakeets and lorikeets.
We rule the air, we swoop and fly.
We glide through the trees, up to the sky.
With feathers soft as silk, and some as tough as bone,
Fluffy as a kitten’s fur, until we’re fully grown.
We squawk and we chatter, we whistle and we sing,
Apart from the guns, we’re not scared of anything.
We eat the fruit and nuts that hang from the trees,
The forest is ours and we feel free.
We are the rain forest, mighty and strong
Treat us with care, or we will be ... gone!
We are tarantulas, living on the forest floor.
We eat the bugs that we can find, and then we want some more.
We spin silk for our burrows, to make our comfy bed.
We float between the trees, on our fragile thread.
Better run away from us, or we’ll drop on your head.
We’re frightened of the reptiles, we don’t want to be dead.
You’d better not stroke us, we’ve got spiky hair.
We’re fierce and we’re dangerous, touch us if you dare!
We are the rain forest, mighty and strong
Treat us with care, or we will be ... gone!
We prowl through the forest
And we creep towards our prey
We are camouflaged like spies
So our prey can’t see Patterned like the sun
Shining through the leaves,
We pounce - and it’s dead.
We growl and roar and they tremble and hide
And shiver and run—they are terrified!
It’s cool to be a cat.
We are the rain forest, mighty and strong
Treat us with care, or we will be ... gone!

We live in the swamp,
Or the canopy, or trees.
We lie in the water, waiting for our prey.
We slither and slip and swim and slide.
Silent!
We launch and dart and squeeze our jaws,
Or suffocate, strangle, clench, clasp and clutch,
And swallow whole,
And lie in the sun.
We have camouflage,
To hide in the leaves.
We’re freaky and free,
Ready for anything—
We never close our eyes.
We are the rain forest, mighty and strong
Treat us with care, or we will be ... gone!

We are green giants—we touch the clouds
We go on forever—there is no end
We refresh the things that you don’t need
We give you oxygen to breathe,
We give you wood to fuel your fire
We give you fruit and good drugs to thrive
Shade and shelter, safe to hide
Without us, how would you survive
We are the trees, we are the trees,
We are the trees
We are the rain forest, mighty and strong
Treat us with care, or we will be ... gone!
We are bottom of the food chain
Without us you would die
We are the armoured pineapples
With Mohican spiky hair
Yellow as lemons but sweeter
Juicy, chewy and good to eat.
We hang our heads like traffic lights
We are mangoes of the sun
And we drip our juice like raindrops
and eating us is fun
We are smiley faces, boomerangs
Squishy as a trampoline
We are the bananas
And we look like yellow fangs
Once we were beans
The colour of tanned skin
And you didn’t like us then
But we are mixed and crushed
And squished and mushed
And you eat us again and again.
We were beans of coffee
But we are roasted and ground
And we wake you in the morning
When you drink us down
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What’s On In Chudleigh
JULY

Thursday 24th
Weekly Produce Market:
Outside Town Hall, 8.30am to
1pm.
Friday 25th
Devon Opera: Diva, Divo,
D’Amore, Ugbrooke House,
7.30pm (picnics from 5.30pm).
Saturday 26th
Weekly Produce Market:
Outside Town Hall, 9.30am to
1pm.
Gordon Ball Coffee Morning:
Rest Centre, 10am.
Devon Opera: Diva, Divo,
D’Amore, Ugbrooke House,
7.30pm (picnics from 5.30pm).

Thursday 31st
Weekly Produce Market:
Outside Town Hall, 8.30am to
1pm.
Chudleigh Phoenix: Copy due
for August issue.
AUGUST

Friday 1st
History Group: Fun Quiz night,
Woodway Room, 7.30pm,
Saturday 2nd
Weekly Produce Market:
Outside Town Hall, 9.30am to
1pm.
Twinning Coffee Morning:
Rest Centre, 10am.
WWI Exhibition including
Images of War: Woodway

Carnival News from Alan Holman
By the time you read this, the Chudleigh Carnival Week will be
nearly over. A reminder that there is still time to enter the
Carnival Procession, which has a deadline of 3pm on Saturday
19th July; the Fun Run will accept entries from 5pm on Sunday
20th July in the Town Hall Rest Centre. Street entertainment is
planned at the end of the procession on Saturday evening, after
the Wessex Majorettes’ display in the Square.
Future Carnival events will include a Duck Race;
Halloween Pumpkin competition, Christmas themed hunt
around the town and a cycle event. More details of all these
events to follow in due course.
Once the Carnival week is over, we shall start asking for
applications for our 2015 Carnival Queen and also for
Attendants (male or female). The last day for applications will
be 31st December 2014. A copy of the entry form will be on
Facebook or you can contact us on 852639.

Room, 10am to 4pm, details p2.
Sunday 3rd
WWI Commemoration Service:
Parish Church, 10.30am.
WWI Exhibition including
Images of War: Woodway
Room, 12 noon to 4pm, details
p2.
Monday 4th
Chudleigh at War 1914-1919:
Talk by Alan Brunton, Parish
Church, 7.30pm.
Thursday 7th
Weekly Produce Market:
Outside Town Hall, 8.30am to
1pm.
Saturday 9th
Weekly Produce Market:
Outside Town Hall, 9.30am to

1pm.
Pensioners Coffee Morning:
Rest Centre, 10am.
Tuesday 12th
Diners Club Monthly Dinner:
Contact Phil on 07702418458
for details.
Thursday14th
Weekly Produce Market:
Outside Town Hall, 8.30am to
1pm.
Friday 15th
Chudleigh Phoenix: August
issue due out.

.

Chudleigh Rotters
Update
from Frances Daysh
Chudleigh

Rotters' working sessions on the first Saturday
morning of each month have been a hive of activity recently as
the members have sieved and bagged up several bags of
compost which are available for sale! The strimmer and
grassmower have been busy as well as the grass around the
compost bay is growing so fast in the lovely weather we have
been having recently, so the site is looking good.
The committee members met one evening and have
marked out the area that they wish to retain, and the Town
Council have been informed that the remaining area can be
transformed into more allotments and/or extra car parking.
Don't forget that our membership is free apart from the
promise of 2 working sessions/year [1st Saturday morning of
the month, 2 hours each morning = total commitment only 4
hours!!], and the produced compost and mulch is then halfprice!
Frances - Treasurer
01626 853173; dayshfrances5@hotmail.com
Lyn - Membership Secretary
01626 852090; lyn.paris@virgin.net

Returning to Chudleigh
Thursday
11th September

News from the
Town Council:

Heathside
TUTORS

Chemistry to A Level/IB
Maths, Physics, Biology to
I/GCSE
Qualified Teacher,
DBS (CRB) checked
Michael, 01626 854611
michael@heathside.com

will return in August
Contact details: John Carlton, Town Clerk, 01626 853140, Johncarlton1994@yahoo.co.uk ; http://www.chudleigh-tc.blogspot.com/

