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there were a total of eight candidates contesting the
two seats for Chudleigh Ward on Teignbridge
District Council (TDC). So there is now a decision
to make: which two candidates deserve your votes?
To aid you in making that decision,
Chudleigh Phoenix has arranged an Open Meeting
at the Town Hall on Friday 24th April when you
will have a chance to meet the candidates and test
their views on topics close to your heart: whether
that’s planning issues, refuse collection, leisure
facilities or any of the other areas for which TDC
has responsibility.
The meeting, which will be chaired by the
Rev’d Canon Michael Sansom, will begin at
7.30pm with a brief introduction from each of the
candidates, and will then be opened to questions
from the audience. Refreshments will be on sale at
the close of the evening, proceeds to the WI.
This is a free meeting and we hope lots of
you will take the opportunity to come and meet the
people who are asking for your votes.
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See pages 12 and 13 for details of all the
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When nominations closed on Friday 10th April,

Jack Climbs Again...
Sunday 19th April, 2pm
Woodway Room
CADS AGM; followed by the first public showing of the
DVD of Jack and the Beanstalk in glorious technicolour

Crime writer
Graham Hurley will
be appearing at
Chudleigh Library on
May 11th.
Details page 2.

With lively discussion on the society’s future productions; all sane
suggestions will be considered; probably even some insane ones…
CADS is also looking for anyone keen to join the committee, so if
you are able to negotiate a day release pass for the odd meeting here
and there, now is the time to step into the spotlight!
Plus a magnificent raffle involving an enormous luxury hamper.
Bring your own drink and nibbles
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From the Editor
Thursday

7th May is
going to be an important
date for the country and
for Chudleigh. We’re
voting for a new
government; and all the
indications are that it’s
going to be a close call.
We could be going back
to the 1960s and 1970s
with hung parliament or
minority governments.
These days, many
people believe it makes
little difference who sits
in Westminster; we’re
ruled from Brussels, by
big business or by the
banks. And there is even
a suggestion that the
country will be run from
Edinburgh!
But whatever
happens in the national
poll, we have two local
elections that do affect
us closely in Chudleigh.
We will be voting for
members of Teignbridge
District Council and
Chudleigh
Town
Council.
A few months
ago, I received an email
from one of our regular
readers (and strongest
supporters) accusing the
Chudleigh Phoenix of
political bias after we
published an article
about Lorraine Evans’
decision to switch from
Conservative
to
Independent. I was
disappointed, since I
thought the article had
been an unbiased
reporting of the facts of
a local news item, but
obviously not everyone
saw it the same way.
The email went
on to ask if I was going

to give the same front
page attention to all the
other candidates. Well,
the answer to that
question is no; there’s
neither the time nor the
space to do that. And
unlike the broadcast
media, there is no
requirement for print
media to present an
unbiased view. You only
had to look at the
headlines in the national
papers on who won the
big debate last month to
see that they are all
working to their own
agenda.
Having said that,
I have no intention of
trying to influence the
way anyone votes. But I
would like to put in a
plea for the process of
voting itself.
In recent years,
the turnout at national
and local polls has
fallen to an all-time low.
Voting is our democratic
right, hard-won for both
men and women. And
whatever we think about
the influence any one
member of parliament
might have, it is
certainly the case that
our local politicians can
affect our day to day
lives in many ways,
especially in these times
of service cuts and
diminishing resources.
The
open
meeting on 24th April is
our contribution to the
debate; a chance for
voters in Chudleigh
Ward to come and meet
the people who believe
they can best represent
our interests on TDC.

Friends of Chudleigh Library
from Chairman, Douglas Neely.
One of the aims of our Friends Group was to have more
activities in the Library. We started a Saturday morning Story Time session on
11th April and we have now organised the Devon based crime author Graham
Hurley to give a talk at the Library on Monday 11th May starting at 7pm.
Graham is the author of thirteen very well received crime novels. The
first ten are set around the Portsmouth area and since moving to Exmouth, he
has set his latest books locally. If you are not familiar with Graham, he has been
compared very favourably to Ian Rankin and is an author whose reputation is
growing with each book. I am very pleased that he has agreed to talk to us.
Tickets for the event are available from the Library and cost £2. The price
includes light refreshments. Copies of Graham’s books will be available on the
night for purchase and he will, of course, be more than happy to sign them.
The other upcoming event is a Coffee Morning in the Town Hall on
Saturday 9th May.
If you would like any more information about the Group, please contact
Jill Hughes (Chudleigh Library) 852469 or Douglas Neely (Chairman) 853456.
Douglas Neely
Do come along if you get
the chance - otherwise
they’ll all be talking to
themselves - and that
would be a great pity.
I’ve lived in
Chudleigh for nearly
eight years, and we’ve
not had a Town Council
election in that time.
People who’ve been here
for a lot longer tell me
they can’t remember one
either. So it’s great to
see that we have sixteen
people standing for
thirteen places this year.
Another reason to get up
to the polling booth on
7th May.
And remember, if
we don’t vote, we can’t
complain later, if we
don’t like what our
representatives are
doing in our name.
See you in the
Town Hall on 24th April
and on 7th May.
Kate
Chudleigh History Group: Book Launch
Friday 24th April 4pm to 8pm in the Parish Church
Chudleigh's First World War Commemorations

Copy date 30th April for May issue.
Reserve space in advance: editors@chudleighphoenix.co.uk

Hardback. 168 pages. Full colour where possible
£15.95. Limited Edition

or phone Kate on 854611
The editor reserves the right to edit copy for considerations of space.

Although we have drawn up a subscribers’ list, extra
copies will be available

The views expressed in CP are not necessarily those of the editor.
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The Children’s Voice
with this month’s editor Max Drysdale
Recommended Reading

by

Harry and Lucy

Chocolate Choice?
In

by Reuben

year 6, we have been writing

arguments on whether we should
Do you like books that touch you? Books that will make be allowed chocolate on Free
you cry uncontrollably inside and out? Books that will get Choice Friday. Here are some
you hooked so you can’t put them down until you’ve points that have been raised:
finished them? If so, this book is definitely for you!
John Green’s bestseller The Fault in our Stars is Arguments against
about two teenagers; 16 year old Hazel Grace and 18 
Many people believe the
year old Augustus Waters have never met until fate
amount of sugar in
brings them together at a teenage support group.
chocolate causes the insulin in people’s blood to give up,
Instantly, an unbreakable bond is born and the two
damaging the pancreas, consequently causing type 2 diabetes in
friends come to rely on each other. From then on, they
later life.
are inseperable.

The high quantity of sugar in chocolate could lead to obesity
Despite his parents’ efforts, Gus’s health
and tooth decay.
deteriorates. Will Hazel and Gus be able to continue
their relationship or will it be plunged
Arguments for
into darkness?

However, others believe chocolate can be good for people if it’s
This phenomenal book is a
part of a balanced diet.
worldwide bestseller. If you are 12

Many believe children are more likely to make the right choice,
years old or over and you love a
the more they have.
tear-jerker, we wholeheartedly

Also there is evidence it can boost your mood due to
recommend this to you.
endorphins being released.

New Life, New Inventions by
Rupert

After these points, what are YOUR thoughts on having chocolate at
school?

holograms through a pair of glasses,
5. Virtual Reality: VR puts you in an making life more interactive. Find out
may never have heard these intriguing
artificial world. This can help with mental more by clicking here.
names before, but in the future it may
issues, but is mainly for gaming. Find out
well be that they are commonplace in your
more by clicking here
All these technologies are mind-blowing,
home.
but more amazing, useful (or useless?)
With new inventions being
4. Smart band/watches: Phones are technology is still to come.
explored right now, the world is becoming
amazingly useful; but this technology lets
ever more reliant on technology. In 2000,
you have your phone on your wrist. Find
the iphone was released, and has now
out more by clicking here or here.
become a worldwide phenomenon. The late
1980s saw the first personal computer
3. Google Glass: a subtle glass sheet
(PC) released; now almost every household
that goes on your right eye, letting you
has one.
see simple things such as directions and
Many reckon our time will be called
reminders. Find out more by clicking here.
the technological era, due to the mindblowing technology that has been, and is
2. Artificially intelligent robots: robots
being, developed. There are many items
that can help you in every day life.
that will soon be released.
Here are my top five new
1. Microsoft Hololens: This lets you see
technologies that could change the world:

Hololens,

Oculus Rift, Google Glass; you
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Chudfest Update
Dates for 2015
Open Gardens: 6th & 7th June
Summer Festival: 3rd - 12th July
Produce & Garden Show: 5th Sept
Variety Concert: 24th Oct
Christmas Fayre: Thurs 3rd Dec

Ball Tickets Coming Soon...
The Red, White and Blue Ball will be held on Saturday 4th
July in the Marquee. Tickets, limited to 140, will be on sale
from Monday 25th May. Full details, including menu and
entertainment, will be released in the next few weeks.

Chudfest in Church 4th to 11th July
After last year’s historical exhibition in church, this year we

Here is the opportunity you have all been waiting for: Chudleigh
Amateur Dramatic Society presents an evening of fun and dancing,
tutored by our very own Derek McCormack. Learn to dance a
Boston Two Step, a ChaChaCha, a Ballroom Barn Dance or a
Tango. Don't feel intimidated, it doesn't matter if you have never
danced before or think you have two left feet, learn at your own pace
with the help of a professional. There is no judging and Craig Revel
Horwood is not going to be there! If you don't want to dance, don't
worry, just come and enjoy the evening!
The extravaganza takes place on Saturday 9th May, 7pm for
7.30pm until 10pm, bring your own drinks and nibbles. Tickets are
£5 for adults and £3 for under 16s and are available from Harvey's
and Eric Mahy on the 'Go Green' stall in Chudleigh Market. Come
along for a fab-u-lous evening!

Millstream Meadow Book Club is recruiting new
members. We meet monthly to discuss our ‘book of the
month’. If you are interested in finding out more, contact
Denise Benson: denise.benson@me.com

1st Chudleigh Scout Group '100 Club' March Draw
The winners were Bob East (1st prize of £12.50) and Wendy Mason
(2nd prize of £7.50). The next draw will take place towards the end
of April.

have a display by various local artists.
The contributors will be: Chudleigh Artists; Chudleigh
Patchwork and Quilting group; Chudleigh Photographic club;
the work of Michelle Willis; and a retrospective of the
paintings by the Reverend Arthur Parsons who lived in
Chudleigh for a while. There will also be a Traidcraft stall.
On Saturday 4th July there will be cream teas in
church between 2.30pm and 5pm. On Tuesday 7th July there
will be a talk in church by Jo Colwill from Launceston on
‘Hanging By A Thread!!!’ See below for details.
Opening hours with be: Saturday 4th, 10am to 5pm;
Sunday 5th, 12noon to 4pm; then daily from 10am to 4pm.
Donations will be for Cancer Force. Contact Margaret Parsons
852740 for more details.

Hanging By A Thread!!!
On

Tuesday 7th July, Chudleigh Patchwork and Quilting
Group is delighted to welcome Jo Colwill from Cowslip
Workshops, Launceston. Jo will be talking about the fabric of
her quilting life. This will be followed by the opportunity to
shop at her stall, and browse some of our work, along with a
display of art by local artists.
Jo organises Cowslip Workshops, based at Newhouse
Farm, her home. There is also an inspirational shop, along
with a café serving local and organic food. She has appeared
on Kirsty Allsopp’s programme, Homemade Home, and has
published a book about patchwork and quilting, with another
in the pipeline.
It all takes place in the Church with doors opening at
10am and the talk starting at 11am. Admission is £5 which
includes a hot drink, a homemade cake and a raffle ticket.
For more details, contact Margaret Parsons 852740 or
Mandy Lovick 859593
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Happy Birthday to Chudleigh’s Own
Duracell Bunny: a spotlight on UKGetActive

Chudleigh
Business

Spotlight
Practising what
she preaches;
Gina Sherwood
of UKGetActive
(photo: L Smith)

There can’t be many people in Chudleigh
who don’t know Gina Sherwood.
Affectionately known by some people as
’The Duracell Bunny’ due to her seemingly
limitless energy, Gina crops up in all sorts
of places in and around town.
As a community-minded volunteer,
she is one of the main organisers (along
with Tank Sherman) of the entertainment
at the Annual Variety Concert and at
Chudleigh Christmas Fayre. She is the
brains behind Chudleigh’s Got Talent,
which will be making a welcome
re-appearance at this year’s Chudfest.
She’s also one half (with Lisa Smith) of
singing duo 2FiredUp and will grab with
both hands every opportunity to perform in
public.
And from a business point of view,
she is the one-woman powerhouse behind
UKGetActive. All over town there are
women (and a few men) who swear that

Gina’s classes and personal training
sessions have changed their lives.
Gina set up UKGetActive back in
2009 because she wanted to help people
experience the benefits of a healthy
lifestyle; she works with all ages and
abilities, from her Dance Stars (school age
kids) to her GetActiveSeniors. Whether
you fancy a gentle(ish) Pilates class or a
punishing Boot Camp, there’s likely to be
something to suit on the UKGetActive
timetable.
Gina doesn’t believe in fad diets;
she knows they don’t work. She worked
hard to change her own weight and fitness
levels by a combination of healthy eating
and extra exercise; and that’s what she
encourages all her clients to do. We’ve all
been told at some point: eat less and
exercise more. UKGetActive helps people
convert that adage into a reality.
Currently, UKGetActive operates
out of Chudleigh Town Hall; while Gina

and her PT clients can be seen around the
lanes and open spaces of town whenever
the weather is good enough.
Gina has plans for the future but,
like all good business owners, she’s been
doing her market research and developing
plans first. It could be an interesting time
ahead for UKGetActive.

Shoulder bridge, anyone? Gina puts her class
through its paces.
(Photo: L Smith)

In the meantime, Gina celebrates a
special birthday this month. Chudleigh
Phoenix wishes her more power to her
batteries and even more success in her
business ventures.

well,

what can one say about Gina that
hasn't been said a million times before by a
What Donna and Mandy think million people? The Duracell bunny would
have a hard job keeping up with her.
Everything she does is with total
What an amazing character we have here, dream of.
But as in most people’s lives we commitment and that wonderful smile, and
she has gone from strength to strength in
have our ups and downs. Gina is a well Chudleigh would certainly be a poorer
her business and fitness plan and developed
known person in Chudleigh and people will place without her!
within Chudleigh a fantastic community
all come together to stand by her and to
revolving around, and focusing on,
Mandy Lovick
give emotional support where needed.
everyone's fitness and well-being.
For all ages, Gina has pretty much
Not only does she have the energy
This is not an
covered the spectrum from the youngsters Please Note:
and the most dazzling smile to keep you
advertorial,
but
a
monthly
feature based on
at Dance Stars to the over 50s classes that
going, she is also committed to each and
customer feedback. Do you use a
she runs in the Town Hall.
every one of her clients and their individual
Keep up the good work, Gina; your Chudleigh business that deserves to go
needs.
energy is boundless, the world of Chudleigh under the spotlight? Contact Kate with your
Gina's future plans for the
suggestions:
is certainly in your hands....!!
Chudleigh community are awe-inspiring
Donna Cook xx
editors@chudleighphoenix.co.uk / 854611
and on a scale beyond what most of us

Satisfied Customers:

Chudleigh Phoenix
April 2015
Page 6

Amenity Society News

Photo:
Brian Portch

Twenty people managed to find their way
in March to a remote location south of
Malborough and high above Salcombe
estuary. RAF Bolt Head airfield was a
former WWII forward fighter station
operational from 1941 to 1945; and
adjacent to the airfield is RAF Hope Cove
where there stands a fine example of a
post-WWII bunker, built in secret between
1952 and 1954.
The ROTOR programme was an
elaborate air defence radar system built by
the British Government to detect possible
attacks by Soviet bombers flying close to
Great Britain (sounds familiar in 2015 ?).
The bunker was set to be connected
to newly
constructed Type 80 radar
antennae on the old airfield site. However
due to the rapid advancement of
technology, the radar never became
operational.
The building was actively used
between January 1956 and September
1957, after which it briefly became the
RAF Fighter Control School. In 1958,
following the departure of the RAF, the
bunker was transferred to The Home Office
for conversion into a Regional Seat of
Government that would control the South
West of England in the event of a nuclear
war. A new generator was built, which is
still operational on the site.
Following the collapse of the Soviet
Union, and
UK Government
re-organisations, staffing levels on site
were reduced. The bunker was shut down
and sold to private purchasers in the 1990s.
Despite being a relic of the Cold
War, it is in surprisingly good condition,
considering its age and the construction
methods
available in the 1950s. Our
guided visit around the two level bunker,
one above ground and one underground
and each with 28 rooms, took in many of

the original features and contents including
the mezzanine plotting room; the vast air
conditioning plant room; and flooring
which was still in good condition.
The bunker, a 150 ft Radio
Transmission Mast and the adjacent land of
nearly four acres including the private
access road, have been for up for sale for
some time now. It will interesting to see
what becomes of this isolated site, which is
often shrouded in sea mist: an hotel? a
second home? a museum?
Following our visit we retired to
The Old Inn in Malborough for lunch.

Chairman Andrew Turnbull; Secretary
David Williams; and Treasurer Bernard
Groves.
The AGM was followed by
Chudleigh Now and Then' presented by
Doug Hellier Laing and chiefly covered the
Main Street of Chudleigh from Oldway to
New Exeter Street. Images from the Kelly
collection, stored on glass, and dating
from the 1850s to the 1930s were
compared with 'new' images photographed
by Andrew Turnbull and Bernard Groves.
The collection has been scanned
and is stored electronically, without
copyright; it can be obtained from the
library, although a donation would be
appreciated.
Images included the Jubilee
celebrations and the houses that were
demolished to allow the formation of
Market Way; plus, further afield,
Chudleigh Rocks and Ugbrooke House.
The oldest image featured the 'hotel'
that stood on the site of the present Town
Hall, which was built in 1875. Some
detailed information was added by Alan
Brunton and Steve Coombes. Further
audience participation was invited about
the mystery slides, images that have not yet
been identified.
Bernard Groves

R C Woodville Notes
The
Charge of
the Light
Brigade
1854
Photo: Dave Offiler

This was the last CADAS cultural
visit organised by Tony Woodville who,
after a number of years, has decided to
relinquish the role. I would like to thank
Tony for arranging all those interesting
visits for our Members.
Brian Portch

The March meeting was preceded by the
AGM. Treasurer/Membership Secretary
John Ponting and Secretary stepped down
and was thanked for all his work over the
years. Secretary Marion Nicholas also
resigned due to other commitments, and
received the committee’s thanks.
The officers for the coming year
are: Chairman Doug Hellier Laing; Vice

(RCW
1859)

Tony Woodville and Brian Portch have for
several years been researching the
Victorian military painter Richard Caton
Woodville, Tony's great grandfather. Brian
delivered a presentation to Chudleigh &
District Amenity Society on this subject in
March 2013, and they produced a visual
presentation at the 1914 centenary
commemoration last year. With help from
Mike Treble, an article has been published
in the latest issue of Medal News.
A biography of this once wellknown artist with a selection of images of
his most popular paintings is now available
to view on the Chudleigh Phoenix website.
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Chudleigh
Community Choir

Film Society News
from Maggie Groves

Chudleigh Community Choir is looking Come and enjoy the final film of our 2014/15 Season,
for a new Musical Director. Formed just
over a year ago, the choir has a strong,
committed membership, particularly in
Sopranos and Altos. As with most
community groups, more men are needed.
The choir has ‘readers’ and non readers
and now needs someone with bags of
energy and vocal expertise to take them
through the next phase of development.
Keyboard skills are essential.
The committee would love to hear
from you, if you are passionate about
grassroots music-making, and have an
eclectic taste in vocal music.
Remuneration: £400 per term. Please
contact Chris Edworthy (Chair)
c.edworthy1@btinternet.com 01392
430001

***
CCC welcomes everyone to come and
sing a range of songs, some you may
know well, others will be new. We meet
at 8pm on Tuesdays in the Scout HQ. We
are particularly keen to welcome new
men to the choir, both tenors and basses.
You do not need to be able to read
music, or have any experience, just bring
your enthusiasm for making music. If
you'd like to give it a try, or want more
information, just turn up on a Tuesday, or
contact Claire Harding on 01626854768
or
clairefharding@gmail.com.

entitled The Ghost Writer (Cert 15)
A mystery political thriller unfolds when a replacement ghostwriter (Ewan
McGregor) is hired to complete the memoirs of a former Prime Minister (Pierce
Brosnan). In doing so, he uncovers secrets that put his own life in jeopardy.
Full of suspense ………….
Screening takes place on Friday 8th May in The Woodway Room, Chudleigh
Town Hall (entrance in Woodway St). Doors open at 7.15pm ; refreshments for sale and
screening at 8pm. Non-members are charged £5 on the door; enquiries 01626 859195 or
www.chudleighfilmsociety.org.

Twinning Association Quiz Night
Chudleigh/Troarn

Twinning Association will be holding another Quiz Night on
Saturday 25th April—so please put the date in your diaries! The quiz will be hosted by
our experienced quizmasters, Michael and Kate McCormick, and will take place in the
Woodway Room at the Town Hall. Doors open 7.30pm and the quiz will commence at
8pm.
Tickets will be available from Chudleigh DIY, price £7, to include a Ploughman's
Supper and a glass of wine or soft drink. Come along and support your local Twinning
Association.

Your Charitable Co-op!

Here

at your local Co operative Food
store we like to have fun! This is our store
manager Matt with June Lillicrap, known
to many in our town and one of our most
lovely customers, on Red Nose Day when
we were delighted to raise £245.30 for
Comic Relief.
Our charities for 2015 are The
Devon Air Ambulance Trust and
Alexarettcure.com. Why not pop into store
to see what fundraising activities and
general mayhem abound? We’ll be pleased
to see you!
Better still, why not come along to
the Town Hall on Saturday 9th May
(Auction Day) when we will be running a
fund raiser in aid of Alexarettcure.com.

We’ll be in the Rest Centre between
12.30pm and 5pm, serving cream teas and
other
refreshments. There will also be
a grand prize draw. So come along and try
your luck. It’s all in a good cause.

communicate or use their hands
purposefully.
Over time they become locked in
bodies that don't work. 50% never walk
and 99% never speak.
Alexa is a little girl who lives in
Rett Syndrome is a debilitating Chudleigh. She is three and a half years
neurological disorder which affects old and was diagnosed with Rett Syndrome
1:12,000 little girls and drags their when she was 16 months old.
development backwards.
Girls develop normally and then
lose skills, unable to move properly,
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Winners of the Fifth Annual CP Short Story Competition
1st Prize
Janet Hancock from Ferndown: Stardust

2nd Prize
Val Ormrod from Alvington: The iFairy

3rd Prize
Veronica Bright from Torpoint: Mr Wacker’s Bridge

Stardust by Janet Hancock
I am standing at the edge of the entry passage, watching.
This is where I shall be from now on. It sounds a good crowd this
afternoon—you can always tell from the gasps, the collective
breath-holding then letting-out as if each individual helps to make
up one great appreciative beast—our opening show in a small
south coast town.
People still love a circus even though public opinion has
turned against having animals. Papa hasn’t kept animals for
twenty years. I adored elephants when I was a child—Papa could
tame them with his voice—and Aunty Mim skipping on the back
of a galloping horse. Now she sits in the best caravan, with dishwasher, flush toilet, shower, television, her own generator,
stitching yards of flounced, tasselled, ruched silk and cotton—
Aunty Mim will only use natural fibres—for the girls’ costumes,
and plumed headdresses, yellow and red, nearly as tall as the girls
wearing them. Papa worked hard to replace animals, with a
crossbowman who fires at a balloon on his partner’s head, a boy
who squeezes himself into a bottle, all the razzmatazz that makes
the audience exclaim and squeal and keep coming back.
And Antonio. He’s further along the passage; has not
looked at me or spoken since breakfast and his litre of water. This
I understand as he prepares his mind for what is to come; and his
body, moving onto the ball of one foot then the other, circling his
shoulders in their own space. God made him perfect in shape and
proportion; only I know him as a wife and there is no blemish, no
excess fat or muscle, just a birthmark the size of a fifty pence piece
at the top of his left thigh. He could be a ballet dancer or matador,
black hair greased back all the same length from his forehead,
behind his ears, cut across the nape of his neck; eyebrows arched
in permanent surprise, eyes so dark a brown as to glitter like coals.
The crowd always assumes he’s Spanish. But to my family
he is Tony from the East End who turned up at the gates one
Saturday morning about ten years ago, thin, with a calculating,
determined gleam in those eyes, picked up the yard broom, fetched
and carried, made himself useful, said he was sixteen with
nowhere to go. A few weeks later a lady from Social Services
arrived—how she found him I can’t imagine—informed us he
wasn’t sixteen for another month and would have to go into care.
Papa sucked in his cheeks, the lady adjusted the spectacles on her
nose, and with all the paperwork, and messages that didn’t get
through, Tony’s sixteenth birthday passed, so it didn’t matter.
He wanted to go on the trapeze. ‘Same as Lena,’ he said,
glancing at me, then away, not wishing to annoy Papa.
‘You’re too old to start,’ Papa insisted. ‘Body’s not used to
it. Need to begin when you’re this high.’ Papa placed his hand
about a yard from the ground.
'Try me,’ Tony countered, eyes holding Papa’s with that

See below for the winning story. All three winning stories will be
published on the CP website by the end of April.
Entries shortlisted to final judging stage were from: Dianne
Bown-Wilson, Drewsteignton; Margaret Bulleyman, Bicester;
Caroline Clark, Aberystwyth; Sue Hoffman, Wirral; Emma
Myatt, Gourdon; Bernadette Steadman, Axminster.
look I came to recognise well.
And so he began on the lowest bar, wrist turns again and
again, one hour, two, until his muscles must have been screaming,
hands feeling they had been shredded. He never complained;
progressed to the higher bars, footholds and ankle turns. At the
end of each session he walked back to his caravan with a quiet
dignity, as if this were a kingdom and he the crown prince.
'He’s a natural,’ Papa conceded.
I was two years younger, working on an act with cousin
Raffy. One morning Raffy fell, touched a net but still broke both
ankles. I knew it wasn’t my fault and Raffy never said it was but
didn’t say it was his, either. Now he’s a clown in striped rainbow
socks and military frogging across his royal blue jacket, playing up
his limp, drawing laughs.
Tony and I started practising together. I’m smaller than
him. ‘Like a little bird,’ he decided, ‘coming to the bird-feeder.’
The name stuck. Antonio the Mighty Bird-feeder proclaimed the
poster across the gateway the first time the public saw us. We
were married by then, Papa adamant he didn’t want any what he
called nonsense once he noticed the way we were off the trapeze,
two halves of a whole. Aunty Mim made us fabulous costumes,
each surpassing the previous one as if our partnership were her
inspiration: leotards, tights finishing at the ankle, blue, emerald,
crimson, merging, outlined in black so that when we flew from bar
to hand to foot we appeared as a pair of exotic birds.
Papa’s trying a new girl with Tony. East European, she is,
Ukrainian, I think, although she doesn’t speak much English and
never to me. Olga. She’s coming towards the passage now, the
supple walk of a gymnast, and my teeth clamp together. Aunty
Mim, bless her, has sewn Olga a costume, still the stencilled bird
wings but in pale blue as if making a statement: this is a shadow of
her predecessor. Olga’s raven hair is stretched into a knot at the
back of her head. She’s wearing a flower, a red carnation, behind
her ear. That won’t stay on long. She pauses level with me. Her
upper lip is damp with perspiration. Her eyes narrow, lids painted
the same blue as the costume, vermillion mouth unsmiling. I nod.
Perhaps she sees this as a benediction, although it isn’t. She goes
to Tony’s side. He turns, looks at her, is saying something and I
wonder what because for us at such a moment no words were
necessary.
Yes, it’s a good crowd, applauding, cheering, cat-calling
the act just finishing: six African acrobats who rush past me along
the passage, gabbling in their own language, ebony skin glistening,
bringing the aroma of coconut oil. Drums roll. Tony and Olga
walk into the ring and the crowd shouts, whoops. Cousin Raffy is
at my side, smelling of the roll-ups he smokes when Papa isn’t in
view.
‘Well, well!’ he comments as if stumbling into a
conspiracy.
Go away, Raffy, I want to say but don’t, realising now
something of what he felt the first time I walked out there with
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Tony. Raffy has a sheet of paper in his hand, one of his many
props, no doubt. I ignore him, watching Tony and Olga, my body
swaying, left, right, with them, the first grasp, handhold - yes, yes
– is it not sweet, Olga, to touch his skin?
She’s good.
And then, the drums again, faint to begin with, building up
power—Tony and I never had this—and he stands on the highest
bar, pulls something from his sleeve, flings it out, like stardust,
only they’re letters of the alphabet, they must be attached to a
thread for he draws them in, throws again, and the crowd are
clapping, stamping, whistling for there, sixty feet above the
ground, hang the letters L,E,N,A. My name. My lips part, face
cracks into a smile and air gurgles up through my body escaping
as a gasp which becomes laughter.
I place my hand on my belly and our baby kicks.

Inside Outside Craft Market

Meet Janet Hancock author of the
winning story
For

many years, Janet taught
English in the south of England
mainly to military personnel
from the Middle East and
Francophone Africa. She has
had several short story
competition successes, and
three stories published in
anthologies and online.
She is working on The
Crossing, a novel set in Russia
and England immediately after
World War 1. Janet reviews
for the Historical Novel Society
and was part of the successful
campaign to retain her local
library. She has lived in Dorset
for 24 years. As well as flowers, she grows vegetables, salads and
fruit in her garden, from which she emerges once a week to enjoy
an evening of choral singing.

Local Writers / New Talent Day
Exeter Library
Thursday 23rd April, 10am to 3pm

Our Local Writers day will take place at Exeter Library in the
Rougemont Room. The event will be opened by former BBC
Spotlight presenter Teresa Driscoll, whose debut novel Recipes
for Melissa is available now and Simon Hall Crime Writer and
BBC Crime Correspondent. Also featuring many other local
authors who will be available for a chat and to sign their books
personally.
Free event; no booking necessary; pop in any time

Transit Shed, Exeter Quay
Sunday 3rd May
10am to 5pm
Lots and lots of lovely arts and crafts by local
makers.
Fabulous venue on Exeter's Historic
Quayside. Watch the boats and swans go drifting
by, enjoy a meal at The Prospect Inn, Exeter,
Mango's, On The Waterfront or the new Samuel
Jones. And we have face painting, live music, craft
demos and much more!
And Chudleigh Phoenix Publications will be there—
flying the flag for Chudleigh—and hoping to sell a
few books at the same time.

Gorgito’s Ice Rink
is a tale of love, loss
and broken
promises, set in
Russia.
Available from
Chudleigh Phoenix
Publications (print)
or Amazon (ebook)
01626 854611
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Mr Pesto Recommends
with guest reviewer
Michael McCormick

Having

grown up in the West
Midlands, home of the Balti, I
appreciate a good curry. So when a friend said that her birthday
celebration was to be at the Eastern Eye, Newton Abbot, I
jumped at the chance. Over the past few years I have been to the
restaurant on several occasions and, of all the Devon curry
houses I’ve tried, it is one of the best.
But I had never been to a large celebration there before.
Twelve of us were seated at a long table and our orders were
taken using hand-held devices. Pappadoms and pickles started
the meal, with generous portions of both. Starters of Chicken
Tikka, Onion Bhajis and various kebabs followed. Curries were
the order of the day for mains. We had to remember what we
had ordered and resist the temptation to claim something that

looked more interesting. All were delicious washed down with
Indian beers.
So far so good, but it was the extra touches that made the
event special. Fresh oranges to cleanse the palate; free Tia
Maria or Sambuca to help digestion. As it was a birthday an
impromptu band with drums and cymbals played for the guest of
honour and presented her with a dessert complete with firework.
She also received a framed photograph of the party as a
souvenir.
The evening was great fun and reasonably priced.
Whether a celebration or quiet dinner for two, the Eastern Eye is
great value. Although if you want a quiet time make sure that
you book a table in the room to the left of the entrance.

Chudleigh Diners Club
Chudleigh Diners Club meets on the second Tuesday of each
month for a meal and a chat. For details, ring Phil Curtis on
07702 418458

Carnival Update
from Alan Holman
On

a blustery Sunday afternoon at
the end of March, we held our second
Easter Egg Hunt. Nearly fifty parents
and their children took part, trying to
identify the whereabouts of the egg
posters in various locations around the
main shopping area. Every participant
received an Easter egg, followed by a
raffle of other goodies in the
Woodway Room. Prizes were donated
by the Co-op and Spar. This is
becoming a very popular event and
will become a fixture on our calendar.
Once again this year, we have
been invited by Lord and Lady
Clifford to Ugbrooke House for the
crowning of our Carnival Queen for
2015. This will take place on Sunday
3rd May at 3pm.
Owing to on-going problems
in the Town Hall Rest Centre, we have
cancelled our next coffee morning,
which was due to take place on
Saturday 18th April.
By the time you read this, there
will only be 12 weeks to the start of
Carnival week—entries are acceptable
at any time of the year, so don’t wait
until July. Give me (Alan) a call on
852639 and you can get an entry form
right now.
Road closure applications have
been made to Devon County
Highways and we are anticipating
having entertainment up to 10pm on
procession night.
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Christow Pre-School
Awarded Big Lottery Fund
Christow Pre-school is delighted to announce that it

Stop press information from the organisers: There is now an 8km walk in
addition to the 14k and 21k. The routes are all published on the website, to
help you decide which to choose. You can always change on the day if you
find friends are walking a different route. Download entry and sponsorship
forms from www.rotarygranitetrail.co.uk or contact Richard Morgan: 01626
852755 or rotarygranitetrail@gmail.com

Have Your Say: Devon County Council

has been successful in obtaining a Big Lottery Fund in
order to finance its project, 'Engaging with the
Outdoors'. The funding will enable the development of
part of the site at Christow Community School and
will provide a new and exciting outdoor learning space
for children attending the setting. It will also fund the
training of staff to enable them to lead 'Forest School'
sessions within this designated and purpose built area
that will include a fire pit, shelter, tree house and den
zone.
The Forest School ethos is based around the
idea of children learning to take responsibility for their
surrounding environment and inspires children to grow
in confidence, independence and self-esteem. This
exciting new project will start immediately and will be
finished in September, ready for the academic year
2015-2016.
The Pre-School believes that it will directly
benefit the learning experience available to local
children and would like to thank The Big Lottery Fund
and other local bodies, such as Christow Parish
Council for their support.
Christow Pre-School is a self funding
organisation that welcomes children aged from 2-4 in
its purpose-built facilities at Christow Community
School. For more information on Christow Pre-School
or to register an interest in the forthcoming Forest
School opportunity, please contact Clare Knowles, the
play leader on preschool@christow.devon.sch.uk

On The Beat
with your neighbourhood policing team:
PC Ali Hooper (14939); PCSO Mark Easton (30315)

Wants To Hear Your Views

will return next month.

Has a decision from our local or regional politicians ever taken

Contact Details: website;

you by surprise? Have you found yourself wondering why you
weren’t consulted—especially when the decision affects the public
services you use? Would you like the opportunity to have your say
before important decisions are made?
If you answered ‘yes’ to any of the above questions, you
might like to take a look at Have Your Say, a section on the DCC
website listing issues currently out for consultation and
engagement. Current consultations include proposed public
transport service reductions and planning for dementia services.
You
can
find
the
website
here:
new.devon.gov.uk/haveyoursay. And to make sure you don’t miss
out on a topic that interests you, you can sign up for updates by
clicking here.
For more information, talk to Devon County Council
Strategic Engagement at Consultation@devon.gov.uk.

Emergencies: 999; General enquiries: 101

News from the Town Council
continued from page 14
 The County Council will only fund grass-cutting to
maintain visibility at junctions and on the inside of bends
in towns, villages and rural areas.
 The spraying and treatment of noxious weeds will cease.
 A reduction in the number of parish lengthsmen and a 20%
reduction in neighbourhood highway team staffing, leading
to a lowering in the quality of service provided.
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Election Special: Meet Your TDC Candidates
Chudleigh Ward has two seats on Teignbridge District Council and on Thursday 7th May, there will be eight candidates contesting
those seats. You can meet them at the Open Meeting being held in the Town Hall on Friday 24th April at 7.30pm. Here’s who they are
and what they stand for.

Steve Barnes (Liberal Democrats)

Lorraine Evans (Independent)

Steve Barnes lives with his wife
and family in Hennock and has
previously stood as a candidate for
the Liberal Democrats in County
and District Elections. He is
employed as an A-level examiner
and produces learning materials for
Business and Economics courses.

Lorraine will be standing as an
Independent Candidate at both Town
and District Elections as she feels this is
the most effective way to represent our
community

Patricia Johnson-King (Conservative Party)

Richard Keeling (Independent)

Patricia is fully committed to the
needs and wellbeing of the
communities of Chudleigh,
Chudleigh Knighton and Hennock
with interests in housing, the
health service and pensions. She is
a serving member of Chudleigh
Town Council and a well-known
fundraiser for local charities.

Doug Laing (The Conservative Party)

Doug is a local man, with a proven
track record for helping members of the
community. He is straight talking with
a determination to get the right result.

Richard is a local shopkeeper
(Pet’s Corner). He believes in
taking politics out of local issues.

Patricia Langman (Green Party)
Patricia has lived in Chudleigh for
the past 15 years and been a member
of the Green Party for much longer
than that. She believes very strongly
that the time has come for a change
in politics, both nationally and at
local level to lead us to a more just
and caring society.
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Janette Parker (Labour Party)

Chris Webb (Independent)

Janette has lived in Chudleigh
Knighton for 33 years and understands
the needs of rural areas and how in
particular they have borne the brunt of
austerity cuts. If elected, she would
endeavour to ensure all the needs of
each settlement of Chudleigh District
are heard, recognising their uniqueness.

Chris is a retired local police officer
who has lived in Chudleigh for over 30
years with his wife, Liz. He has been a
Town Councillor for over 10 years, and
is currently Chairman, and Mayor. He
enjoys working within the community,
with hands on involvement. One of his
main tasks would be to press to
maintain the current level of services in
Chudleigh Ward
NB: Chris Webb is unable to attend the
meeting on 24th April due to a prior
engagement.

Standing in for David Dimbleby...
Chairing the Open Meeting, and keeping the candidates in order, will be the Rev’d Canon
Michael Sansom. Michael was curate of a parish in Sheffield before spending twelve years as
Director of Studies and Vice Principal of Ridley Hall (a Church of England Theological
College) and then twenty two years as Diocesan Director of Ordinands and Residentiary Canon
of St Albans Cathedral. Much of his life has been spent in recruitment, selection and training of
clergy and since retirement five years ago in Bovey Tracey he has been involved with the South
West ministry Training Course, serving Devon and Cornwall. Between University and
becoming a curate, he spent two years as a volunteer teacher in the north of Kenya, in an
emergency district where tensions with Somalia would occasionally spill over into armed
conflict.

Town Council Election
For the first time in many years, there will be an election this year
for the members of Chudleigh Town Council.
The council has thirteen seats, and is chaired by the Mayor.
When there are only thirteen or fewer nominations (as has been the
case in recent years) all the candidates are elected automatically.
This year, there are sixteen candidates who have been
nominated and therefore on 7th May, we will be voting, not only
for our MP and our Teignbridge District Councillors, but also for
the men and women who will sit on CTC for the next four years.
For anyone who’s not sure, the town council has the
following responsibilities:

The full list of nominations is as follows:


Stephen David Clay COX

Lorraine Margaret EVANS

Tessa FROST

Patricia Jane JOHNSON-KING

Richard Michael KEELING

Martin John KIDDLE

Doug LAING

Clare Winifred LILLINGTON

Eric MAHY

Running the Town Hall.

Michael Leslie McCORMICK

Maintenance of several children’s playgrounds and open

Mary Anne McFARLANE
spaces.

Alison Louise PHILLIPS

Management of the town’s allotment sites.

Benjamin Frederick RICHARDSON

Management of the town’s cemetery.

Charles William STANYON

Scrutiny and comment on planning applications.

Mike UNDERWOOD
Christopher WEBB
It also has an important role in liaising with other layers of 
local government on a wide variety of issues relating to highways,
housing, refuse collection etc.
On the ballot paper, you will see all sixteen
Over the past four years, the Town Council has overseen names listed. You can vote for a maximum of
improvements to the Town Hall; an extended and refurbished thirteen (although you can vote for fewer than
playground and a new Multi-use Games Area at Fore Street that if you wish.)
Playpark; and funding for the construction of a new skate park.
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What’s On In Chudleigh
APRIL

Thursday 16th
Weekly Produce Market:
Outside Town Hall, 8.30am to
1pm.
Friday 17th
Amenity Society: National
Trust speaker with Greenway,
Woodway Room, 7.30pm.
Saturday 18th
Weekly Produce Market:
Outside Town Hall, 9.30am to
1pm.
Sunday 19th
CADS: AGM and DVD of
panto, Woodway Room, 2pm,
details page 1.
Monday 20th
Chudleigh Writers’ Circle:
Visit to Stover Country Park,
10am.
.Thursday 23rd
Weekly Produce Market:
Outside Town Hall, 8.30am to
1pm.
Friday 24th

History Group: Book launch,
Parish Church, 4pm, details
page 2.
Meet the Candidates: TDC
Hustings, Town Hall, 7.30pm,
details page 1.
Saturday 25th
Weekly Produce Market:
Outside Town Hall, 9.30am to
1pm.
Film Society Coffee Morning:
Woodway Room, 10am.
Twinning Association: Quiz,
Woodway Room, 7.30pm,
details page 7.
Thursday 30th
Weekly Produce Market:
Outside Town Hall, 8.30am to
1pm.
Chudleigh Phoenix: Copy due
for May issue.
MAY

Friday 1st
History Group: Colin Vosper
with Maritime Short Cuts,

Woodway Room, 7.30pm.
Saturday 2nd
Weekly Produce Market:
Outside Town Hall, 9.30am to
1pm.
Youth Centre Coffee Morning:
Woodway Room, 10am.
Sunday 3rd
Carnival: Crowning of 2015
Royalty, Ugbrooke House, 3pm.
Wednesday 6th
WI: AGM, Rest Centre, 7.30pm.
Thursday 7th
Weekly Produce Market:
Outside Town Hall, 8.30am to
1pm.
Election: Voting for MP; for
Teignbridge District Council and
for Chudleigh Town Council,
Woodway Room, 7am to 10pm.
Friday 8th
Chudleigh Film Society: The
Ghost Writer Cert 15 [details
page 7] Woodway Room,
7.15pm for 8pm.
Saturday 9th
Weekly Produce Market:
Outside Town Hall, 9.30am to
1pm.
Friends of Chudleigh Library

Coffee Morning: Woodway
Room, 10am.
Co-op Charity Fundraiser: for
Alexarettcure.com, Rest Centre,
12.30pm, details page 7.
CADS: Chudleigh Does Strictly,
Community Hall, 7pm. Details
page 4.
Sunday 10th
Granite Trail: Rotary Club
Charity Walk, details page
11.
Monday 11th
Friends of Chudleigh Library:
Graham Hurley, Library, 7pm,
details page 2.
Tuesday 12th
Diners Club Monthly Dinner:
Contact Phil on 07702418458
for details.
Thursday 14th
Weekly Produce Market:
Outside Town Hall, 9.30am to
1pm.
Friday 15th
Chudleigh Phoenix: May issue
due out.
Amenity Society: Richard
Holladay with Garton and King
(Iron Founders), Woodway
Room, 7.30pm.

News from the Town Council: Items not covered elsewhere in this issue
Town Hall Building Works

Since Easter there have been two construction teams working in the Town Hall—one on the ground floor and one upstairs. The former, from Devon Minor Works, are refurbishing the Rest Centre toilets and kitchen following the sewage penetration in early February. The preparatory work—relining the fractured drain, and rerouting the rainwater pipes—is now complete and the external work is
in
progress. The kitchen should be back in action by the beginning of May and the mid-week and Saturday coffee mornings will be
able to start again. Having a new kitchen will hopefully make all the recent inconvenience worthwhile.
The work upstairs is being carried out by Nevada Construction on behalf of Devon & Cornwall Constabulary, creating a suite
of offices from what was the Council Chamber and two adjoining store rooms. The construction work should be completed by the end
of April. A date has yet to be confirmed for the police personnel to move in.
Town Hall users are asked for continued patience over the next month as the upstairs work in particular is creating a lot of noise
and dust. Staff are cleaning it up as best they can but a contractor will be called in to give the Large Hall, which has suffered the worst
of the dust penetration, a deep clean when the work has been completed.
The arrival of the police heralds changes to parking arrangements. The bollards at the far end of the forecourt will be removed
and the kerb dropped to facilitate vehicular access. Parking bays will be marked, with one being for the exclusive use of the police. It
will be important that users park only in the bays provided.
During the summer holidays, work is planned on the flooring in the pre-school room and the kitchen serving the Large Hall.

Highways issues

Following the proposal from County Highways to cease maintenance of certain stretches of road in the parish, a public consultation
was held, which received many, much-appreciated comments from parishioners. Some of the roads are used and valued whilst others
attracted no comments at all. The next step is to meet again with Highways Officers to share and discuss the feedback.
County Highways has recently announced its decisions on various other planned cuts to services, due to a continuing decline in
the budget from central government:

Reduction in the size of the back-up fleet used for snow clearance and gritting and reduction in the road network that is
gritted and cleared. The latter does not impact on Chudleigh

Grit bins are currently restocked by the County Council each autumn and refilled if necessary. It was proposed to cease
the maintenance and stocking of these bins, but this proposal has been abandoned.
continued on page 11
Contact details: John Carlton, Town Clerk, 01626 853140, Johncarlton1994@yahoo.co.uk ; http://www.chudleigh-tc.blogspot.com/

